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T has been the Practice of many { perhaps fincere and well- | 


meaning Perſons too) in all Ages of the Church, at the ſame 
Time that they have attempted to guard againſt one Error in 
Point of Doctrine, to fall into another; ſo that while they have 
been publicly cautioning Mankind againſt running into one Ex- 


treme, they have unwarily led them into another, equally.as 


great and full as dangerous, 


Perhaps, in no one Inſtance has this Obſervation been more 


fully verified, than in Perſons treating of the Doctrines of the 


Grace of God in Chriſt Feſus to loſt, helpleſs Sinners; to avoid 


the dangerous and deſtructive Tenets of Antinomianiſm, they 
have run into the gloomy, unſcriptural Scheme of Arminianiſm, 


and ſo exceeding wiſe, ſo very cautious, ſo prodigiouſiy careful 
ſome have pretended to be in handling theſe Points, that they 


have ſo mixed and adulterated the Declarations of God's ever 
laſting Love to Sinners with their carnal Wiſdom, human Phi- 
loſophy and vainDeceits, that, inſtead of declaring the whole 
Counſel of God, exalting the ever-bleſſed Redeemer, ſetting 
forth the Fulneſs of the Grace that is treaſured up in him, 
as the Surety aud Covenant-Head of his People, and of their 


Safety and Salvation thereby; they have, in the Iſue, brought + 


down the Plan of eternal Wiſdom and Salvation to a meer bu- 
man Scheme, deficient, precarious, and uncertain ; they have 
attempted io contract the. boundleſs Dimenſions of the Breadth 
andLength, and Depth and Height of the Love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, from Infinite Extenſion, to the narrow Compaſs of 'a fi- 
nite Span; and, contrary to the expreſs Declaration of God, have 
attempted tg make it appear, that God's Thoughts are as our 
Thoughts, and his Ways as our Ways ; O my Soul, come not 


thou into their Secret, unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, 


be not thou united 
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"The Abſurdity of ach a PraFice, how it impeaches the Wiſ- 
dom A the onniſcient Jehovah, by ſuppoſing his revealed Triths 
not ſufficiently guarded from dangerous Conſequences, how it tends 


. to diſcomfort and'giſhearten his militant Saints, weakening their 


Confidence, enervating their Faith, abating the Fervour of their 
Love, ana, conſequently, obſtrutting their chearful Progreſs in the 
Way of Holineſs bud Obedience, I ſhall not now go about lo prove, 
but humbly amd heartily wiſh, this has more culmiy conſidered, 
and more ſerioufly attended to. ] think the foſlotving Letter 
doth ftrongly militate againſt ſuch Perſons and ſurb Pratiices. 
The Author (whoſe Works are fo well known, and ſo well re- 
zb d by the Chriſtian World, that it is as needleſs, as it cvould 
appear ſuperſiuous in me to ſay any thing in Commendation of Him ) 
does not retratt from, deny, or give up any of the divine Truths, 
under a meer carnal Suppoſition of Mens abuſing them to licen- 
lieus Purpoſes, or to the Neglect of true Holineſs, no: He well 
knew they would naturally produce a contrary Effet, and there- 
fore atts with more Wiſdom, and more Humility ; he ſcriptu- 
rally and judiciouſiy oppoſeth Truth to Error, Lipht to Dark- 
neſs, the Strength and Power of Ged's Word to the Weakneſs 
and Deluſion of Mens Opinions; and by the moſt cogent and 
weighty Reaſons, drawn from the lively Oracles, he defends the 
advanced Truths of God, againſt ſuch as attempt to corrupt 
and pervert the ſame. 


T have various Renſeons for publiſhing the following Extract. 
T call it an Extract, tho* I have only abridged it of three or 
four Pages, which as they bad an immeatate Reference to the 
State of Things at the Time the Author wrote it, are of little 
er no Signification to us at this Day; ſo that it contains all the 
Sum and Sulſtance of the original Letter, ſo far as may be of 


' Uſe and Profit to us. I pray the Lord TFeſus, the God of 


all Grace and Power, to own end accompany it with his Blej- 
Ang to every Reader's Heart. 


My R eaſons for pul ſiſbing this Treatiſe are as follows : 
1ſt, I think it admiratly well calculated to promote the Prac- 


tice of evangeiical Holinels ; for as the Dettrines it contains 


and 
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and defends are the very Truths of God, clearly revealed, and 
fuſficiently attefted in the Bible; ſo whenever; by the Spifil of 


God, they are brought home to the Soul, and the Believer hag. | 


pily knows himſelf intereſted in them, ſuch, joyful Experienes 
upon his own Heart, hath a native I endency to animate ani 
influence the heaven-born Soul to walk in-the Way of Hos 
lineſs, as one that knows himſelf redeemed by Blood divine, aui 


- 


expecis to live and reign with his redeeming Jeſus in the .. 


frons of Holineſs and Happineſs above. RO 


2dly, Another Reaſon is, that at the ſame Time that it de- 
tefts and explodes the meer human and unſcriptural Scheme of 
Arminianiſm, it is alſo well ſuited as an excellent Prejervas 
tive againſt the wild and extravagant Sallies of Antinomi- 
aniſm. Mpile it tends to confirm and eſtabliſh the true Believer 


in the Dofirines of God's Grace, the Doctrines which are ac. 
cording to Godlineſs, it thereby cuts the Sinews, and overturus 


the very Foundation of thoſe dangerous, Scripture-pervertinsy 
God-diſhonouring, Soul-decerving Tenets of Antinomianiſmy, 
which our Author in the Letter juſtly deſcribes as ** a Meteor 
« or Comet, that will ſoon blaze out, and its Folly be quickly 
Hit off the Stage.” | 48 


AThird Reaſon is, that I have hereby a fair Opportunity of 
teſtifying to the World, the Doctrines I advance in my public 
Miniſtry, as they are none other, than what this judicious Di- 
vine has in his Letter ſo ſcripturaliy laid down, and juſtly de. 
fended. For preaching theſe Truths, I am brought under the 
Jame Charge which, in his Day, was advanced againſt theſe 
ſalutary, feriptural, ſoul-ftrengthening, heart-comforting, ho- 
lineſs-producing Doctrines: So am J alſo intereſted in the De- 
fence. To ſhew my Abhorrence of Antinomian Tenets, am 
as a Defence of what I publicly preach, I thought I could not 
do it in a better Manner, than ſubſcribing my Name, as "an 
Editor, to <what from my Heart I acquieſce in. That hereby 
the Mouths of any Adverſaries *0 theſe Goſpel-truths might be 
Stopped ; and the People, among whom ] labour in the Lord 
Jeſus, might have a- fair Opportunity of more fully knowing 
my Judgment upon theſe Points, by having this valuable Tra- 
tiſe to peruſe at their Leiſure. For, 2 
Laſily, 


PRE F ACE: 


© Laſtly, Upon Enquiry, I find this Letter is not to be bought 
ſeparate from the Author”s other Works, which, though very 
i excellent, yet as they are large, might be too expenſive for many 
i purchaſe. Therefore, on all theſe Accounts I have publiſhed 
it, that what is ſo truly valuable might be more public, 
WH; and 1 bope, and truſt, and pray may be uſeful to the eternal 
| Intereſt of many. 


And now, dear Reader, ſuffer me to aſt, Haſt thou am Re- 
fer the Dofirines of Grace? Doſt thou know any thing of 
Wi Fhine own Heart? Haſt thou any Knowledge of Jeſus as thy 
' loving Saviour; any Diſcoveries of his dying Love and riſing 
bi: Power to thy poor Soul ? Is the Name of Jeſus ſweet to thy 
$i! Taſte,and the Perſon of Feſus precious to thy Sight In a Mord, 
Doſs thou eſteem him as the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and 
altogether lovely? Is be thy Beloved, and thy Friend? Then 
art thou a happy Soul indeed. Highly favoured, and greatly 
Belo ved of thy God art thou. All hail ! 1 congratulate thee. 
What ibo thou art the Envy of Devils; deſpiſed and loaded 
cent Calumny by a wicked, ill-natured World without, and 
often exerciſed with the Plague of a deceitful Heart within ; 
| yet, be not diſmayed, but joy and rejoice in thy Saviour; look 
to, and long for the happy Fruition, and full Enjoyment of thy 
Feſus, in that Kingdom which cannot be moved; To which 
Bl zhou haſt a purchaſed Right, and of which thou ſhalt have a 
S ſure-Poſſeſhon ; for (wonderful to tell ! charming to believe“) 
| thou art an Heir of God, and joint Heir with Feſus Chriſt 
thy, Lord; nor Sin, nor Death, nor Hell ſhall ever be able to 
keep thee from thy heavenly Inheritance. The Lord Feſus 
comfort thee in thy Way, and, if it be his bleſſed Will, make 
this Work profitable to thee in the Houſe of thy Pilgrimage. 


Sv wiſheth moſt ferventh, 
An unworthy Servant of Feſus, 
And thine in the everlaſting Goſpel, | 
| 20, 1758. JOHN EDWARDS. 
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MINISTER, Gr. 


re 


SIX, 


* OUR earneſt Defire of Information about the Dif 
f 1 ferences amongſt ſome Miniſters and Profeſſors in 


London, whereof you hear ſo much by flying Re- 
ports, and profeſs you know ſo little of the Truth 
e hereof, is the Cauſe of this-Writing, 


Tux Subject of the Controverſy is, about the juſtifying Grace of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt. Owned it is by both: and both fear it be 
abuſed; either by turning it into Wantonneſs, hence the Noiſe of 
Antinomianiſm z or by corrupting it with the Mixture of Works; 
hence the Fears, on the other Side, of Arminianiſm. Both Parties 
diſown the Name caſt upon them. The one will not be called A- 
= minians ; and the other hate both Name and Thing of Antinomian- 
iſm truly fo called. Both ſometimes ſay the ſame Thing, and pro- 
feſs their Aſſent to the doctrinal Articles of the Church of England, Wl 
to the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms compoſed at W:/tminfter, 
and to the Harmony of the Confeſſions of all the reformed Chur- 


ches, in. theſe Doctrines of Grace, And, if both be candid in 
this 
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(8) ; 
this Profeſſion, it is very ſtrange that there ſhould be any Contro- 
Was amongſt them. | 


Le r us therefore, firſt take a View of the Parties, and then of 
their Principles. As to the Party ſuſpected of Antinomianiſm and 
Libertiniſm in this City: It is commonly ſaid of them, that it is 
only their Principles, and the Fendency of them to looſe Walk- 
ing, that they blame. But, waving that at preſent, it ſeems not 
fair to charge a People with licentious Doctrines, when the Pro- 
fellors thereof? are approved of for their Godlineſs; and when they 
do ſincerely profeſs, that their Godlinefs begun with, and is pro- 
moted by the Faith of their Principles. Let it not be miſtaken, 
if I here make a Compariſon betwixt Papiſi and Preteflants. The 
latter did always profeſs the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith a- 
lone. This was Blaſphemy in the Papiſt's Ears. They till did, 
and do cry out againſt it, as a licentious Doctrine, and deſtructive 
of good Works. Many ſufficient Anſwers have been' given unto 
this unjuſt Charge. But to my Purpoſe : The Wonder was, that 
the Papi/ts were not convinced by the ſplendid Holineſs of the old 
Believers, and by the viſible Truth of their holy Practice; and 
their prafeſſing, that as long as they lived in the Blindneſs and 
Darkneſs of Popery, they were profane; and that as ſoon as Go p 
revealed the Goſpel to them, and had wrought in them the Faith 
thereof, they were ſanctified, and led other Lives. So witneſſed 
che noble Lord Cobham, who ſuffered in K. Henry the Vth's Time, 
above an hundred Years before Luther. His Words at his Exami- 
nation before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his Clergy, were 
theſe : ** As for that virtuous Man, Wictliß, (for with his Doc- 
cc trine he was charged) whoſe Judgment ye ſo highly diſdain ; 
& T ſhall ſay of my Part, both before GoD and Man, that before 
« J knew that deſpiſed Doctrine of his, I never abftained from 
« Sin; but fince I learned therein to fear my Lord Go, it hath 
ec otherwiſe, I truſt, been with me. So much Grace could I ne- 
« ver find in all your glorious Inftruftions.” Fox's Book of Mar- 
cc yrs, Vol. 1. P. 640. col. 2. edit. 1664. | 


Bo r paſting theſe Things, let us look to Principles, and that 
with reſpect to their native and regular Influence on Sanctification. 
And I am willing that that ſhould determine the Matter, next to 

| the 
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the Conſamncy of the Principles thertſelves to the Word'of Gon. 
It can be no Doctrine of Go D, that is not accoiding to Godineſs, 
Some think, that if good Works, and Holineſs, and Repentance, 
be allowed no Room in Juſtification, that there is no Room left 
for them in the World, and in the Practice of Believers. S0 hard 
ſcems it to be to ſome, to keep in their Eye the certain fixed Bounds 
betwixt Juſtification and Sanctification. There is no Difference 
betwixt a juſtified and a ſanctified Man for he is always the fame 
Perſon — partakes of theſe Privileges. But Juſtificatipn and Sanc- 
tification differ greatly, in many nnen 
But 6 


TRE Party here ſuſpected of Antinomianiſm, do confidently pro- 
teſt, before Gon, Angels, and Men, That they eſpouſe no new. 
Doctrine about the Grace of GoD, and Juſtification, and the d- 
ther coincident Points, but what the Reformers at Home and A- 
broad did teach, and all the Proteſlant Churches do own.” And 
that in Sum is: That a law- condemned Sinner is freely juſtified 
„by Gor's Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
« Chriſt; that he is juſtified any for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
<« imputed to him by Gop of his free Grace, and received by 
e Faith alone as an Inſtrument; which Faith is the Gift of the 
e ſame Grace.” For guarding againſt Licentioufneſs, they con- 
ſtantly teach, out of Go D's Word, Fhat without Holineſs no 
Man can ſee GoD: That all that believe truly on Jeſus Chriſt, 
<< as they are juſtified by the Sprinkling of his Blood, fo are they 
<« ſanQtified by the Effuſion of his Spirit: That all that boaſt of 
their Faith in Chriſt, and yet live after their own Luſts, and 
„ the Courſe of this World, have no true Faith at all; but do, 
<« in their Profeflion, and contradicting Practice, blaſpheme the 
«© Name of Gop, and the Doctrine of his Grace; and, conti- 
5 nuing ſo, ſhall periſh with a double Deſtruction, beyond that 
of the openly profane, that make no-Profeffion.” And when 
they find any ſuch in their Communion, which is exceeding rare» 
ly, they caſt them out as dead Branches. They teach, That 
<< as the daily Study of Sanctification is a neceſſary Exerciſe to all 
« that are in Chriſt; ſo the Rule of their Direction therein, is 
<< the holy, ſpotleſs Law of Go in Chriſt's Hand: That the Ho- 
„ iy Ghoſt is the Beginner and Advancer of this Work, and Faith * 
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in Jeſus Chriſt the great Mean thereof That no Mati-ean be 
hoh till be be in Chriſt, and united to him by Faith; and that 
no Man is truly in Chriſt, but he is thereby - TanQiked:: 

s preach the Law, to condemn all Fleſh out of Chriſt;/ hey to 
*: thew thereby to People the Neceflity of betaking themſelves to 
him for Salvation.” See the ſavoury Words of: blefſedi Zj#al, 
called the Apofte of England, in his Letter: to John Frith, * written 
Jan. »15333 Book , Martyrs, vol. n. be 208. + Expound: the 
* Law truly, and open the Vail of An, to condemn all Fleſn, 
Land prove all Men Sinners, and all Deeds under the Law, be- 
fore Mercy have taken away the Condemnation: thereof, to be 


„Sin, and damnable; and then, as a faithful Minifter, ſet a- 


++, broach' the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus, and let the wounded. Con- 
4 ſciences drink of the Water of him. And then ſhall your 
.$* Preaching be with Power, and not as the Hypocrites.: And the 
Spirit of GoD ſhall work with you; and all Conſciences ſhall 
bear Record unto you, and feel that it is fo. + And all Doctrine 
er that caſteth a Miſt on theſe two, to ſhadaw- and hide them, I 
ue mean the Law of GoD, and Mercy of Chriſt ; ; that Ln you 
«6 with all your Power.” And fo do we. 
7 Y 

Wi AT is there in all this to be offended: with ? Is not this * 

na our Doctrine from any 'T;endency to Licentiouſneſs ? 


Jam afraid, that there are are ſome Things wherein we differ 
more than they think fit yet to expreſs. And I ſhall gueis at them. 


1. Tus firſt is dbaut the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
This Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in his active and paſſive Obedience, 


. hath been aſſerted by Preteſlant Divines, to be not only the pro- 
curing and meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtifcation ; for this the Pa- 
pijts own ; but the Matter; as the Imputation of it is the Form of 
our Juſtification : though I think, that our logical Terms are not 


ſo adapted for ſuch divine Myfteries. But whatever Propriety or 
Impropriety be in ſuch School - terms, the conimon Proteffant Doc- 
trine hath been, That a convinced Sinner, ſeeking Juſtihcation, 
muſt have nothing in his Eye but this Righteouſneſs of Chrift, as 
G op propoſeth nothing elſe to him; and that Go p, in juftifying 
a Sinner, accepts him in this N e when he imputes 
it to . . 

* | Now 


(nn) 


"Mon about the i Righteouſnel of Chriſt, Pcs e 
« That it belongs only to the Perſon of Chriſt: he was under the 
Law, and bound to keep it for himſelf ; that he might be à fit 
« Mediator, without Spot or Blemiſh : That it is a Qualificatiow 
c in the Mediator, rather than a Benefit acquired by him, to be 
«< communicated. to his People.” For they will not allow * this: 
<<. perſonal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be imputed to us any other - 
« wiſe than in the Merit of it, as. purchaſing for us a more eaſy 
<« Law of Grace; in the Obſervation whereof they place all our 
cc juſtifying Righteouſneſs: 5 underſtanding hereby © our own. 
« perſonal inherent Holineſs, and nothing elſe. They hold, 
6 That Chriſt died to merit this of the Father, v:z. that we might 
< be juſtified upon eaſier Terms under the | Goſpel, than thoſe of 
t the Law of Innocency. Inſtead of Juſtification by perfect Obe- 
cc dience, we are now to be juſtified by our own evangelical Righ- 
66 teouſneſs, made up of Faith, Repentance, and ſincere. Obe- 
« dience. ” And if we hold not with them in this, they tell the 
World, we are Enemies to evangelical Holineſs, lighting the 
Practice of all good Works, and allowing our Hearers to live. as, 
they liſt, Thus they ſlander the Preachers of Free- grace, - becauſe. 
we do not place Juſtification in our own inherent Holineſs;, but in 
Chriſt's perfe& Righteouſneſs, imputed to us upon our believing. 
in him. Which Faith, we teach, purifies the Heart, and always 
inclinesto Holineſs of Life. Neither de we hold any Faith to be 
true and faying, that doth not ſhew itſelf by good Works; without 
which no Man is, or can be juſtified, either in his own Conſcience, 
or before Men. - But it doth not hence follow, that we cannot be 
juſtified in the Sight of Go p by Faith only ; as the Apoſtle Paul 
aſſerts the latter, and the Apoſtle James the e, in a good A- 


gr eement. 


J 


2. THERE appears to be ſome Difference, or. Miſunderſtanding 
of one another, about the true Notion and Nature of juſtifying 
Faith. Divines commonly diſtinguiſh betwixt the dire Act ef 
Faith, and the reflex Af. The direct Act is properly jullifying 
and ſaving Faith; by which a loſt Sinner comes to Chriſt, and re- 
lies upon hun for Salvation. The reflex A is the looking back of 
the Soul upon. A former Act of F aith, A rational Creature can re- 
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flect upon his own * whether hey bo 2 of Fer, N 
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A dirett Att of caving Faith, is that by: which a loft Sinner goes 
out of himſelf to Chriſt for Help, relying upon him only for Salva- 
tion. A refiex Act ariſeth from the Senſe that Faith gives of its own 
inward Act, upon a ſerious Review. The Truth and Sincerity 
of which is further cleared up to the Conſcience, by the genuine 
Fruits of an unfeigned Faith, appeating to all Men in our good 
Lives, and holy Converſation. But for as plain as theſe Things 
be, yet we find we are frequently miſtaken by others: and we 
wonder at the Miſtake; for we dare not aſcribe to ſome learned 
and good Men, the Principles of Ignorance, or Wilfulneſs, from 
whence Miſtakes in plain Caſes uſually proceed. When we do 
preſs Sinners to come to Chriſt by a direct Act of Faith, conſiſting 
in an humble Reliance upon him for Mercy and Pardon;' they 
will underſtand us, whether we will or not, of a reflex Act of 
Faith, by which a Man knows and believes, that his Sins are 
pardoned, and that Chriſt is his; when they might eafily know 


that we mean no ſuch Thing. Mr. Walter Marſhall, in his ex- 


cellent Book, lately publiſhe:!, hath largely opened this, and the 
true Controverſy of this Day, though it be eight or nine Years 
lince he died. 


3. WE ſeem to differ about the Intereſt, and Room, and Place, 
that Faith hath in Juftification, That we are juſtified by Faith 
ih Jeſus Chriſt, is fo plainly a New-Teftament Truth, that no 
Man, pretending never fo barely to the Chriſtian Name, denies it. 
The Papiſis own it; and the Sotinians, and Arminians, and all own 
it. But how different are their Senſes of it? And indeed you 
cannot more ſpeedily and certainly judge of the Spirit of a Man, 
than by his real inward Senſe of this Phraſe, (if you could reach 
it) A Sinner is juſtified by Faith in Fe eſus Chriſt. Some fay, 'That 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt juſtifies as it is a Work, by the 73 credere 
as if it came in the Room of perfect Obedience, required by the Law. 
Some, That Faith juſtifies, as it is informed and animated by Cha- 
rity. So the Papi/s ; who plainly confound Juſtification and Sanctifi- 
cation. Some ſay, That Faith juſtifies, as it is a fulfilling of the Co x- 
D ITION of the New Covenant, It thou believeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Nay, 


(13) 
Nay, they will not hold there; but they will have this Falth to 
juſtify, as it hath a Principle and Fitneſs in it to diſpoſe to fincere 


Obedience. The plein old Proteſlant Doctrine is, That the 


Place of Faith in Juſtificatior is only that of a Hand or Inſtrument, 


receiving the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for which on wwe are juſi- 


ned. 80 that though great Scholars do often confound themſelves 
and others, in their Diſputations about Faith's juſtifying a Sinner 3 
every poor plain Believer hath the Marrow of this Myſtery feeding 
his Heart; and he can readily tell you, That to be juſtified by 
Faith, is to be juſtified by Chriſt s Righteouſneſs, apprehended by 
Faith, | | 


4. Wx ſeem to miſunderſtand one another about the two Adams, 
and eſpecially the latter. See Rom. v. 12. to the End. In that Ex- 
cellent Scripture a Compariſon is inſtituted, which if we did duly 
underſtand, and agree in, we ſhould not readily differ in the main 
Things of the Goſpel. The Apoſtle there tells us, that the firff 
Adam ftood in the Room of all his natural Poſterity. He had theit 
Stock in his Hand. While he ſtood, they ſtdod in him; when he 
fell, they fell with him. By his Fall he derived Sin and Death to 
all them that ſpring from him by natural Generation. This is the 
fad Side. But he tells us, in Oppoſition thereto, and in comparing 
therewith, that Chriſt, the ſecond Man, is the new Head of the 
redeemed World. He ftands in their Room 5 his Obedience is 
theirs ; and he communicates to his ſpiritual Offsptitig, juſt the 
contrary to what the firft ſinful Adam doth to his natural Offspring z 
Righteouſneſs inftead of Guilt and Sin, Life inſtead of Death, 
Juſtification inſtead of Condemnation, and eternal Life inftead of 
Hell deſerved. So that I think the 2d, 4th, and $th Chapters of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, for the Myſtery of Juſtification z and 
the 6th, 7th, and 8th, for the Myſtery of Sandtification, deſerve 
our deep Study. But what ſay others about Chriſt's being the ſe- 
cond Adam ? We find them unwilling to ſpeak of it; and when 
they do, it is quite alien from the Scope of the Apoſtle in that Chap- 
ter. Thus to us they ſcem to ſuy, That Gor as a Rector, 
Ruler, Governor, hath reſolved to ſave Men by Jeſus Chriſt: 
That the Rule of this Government is the Goſpel; as à new 
Law of Grace: That Jeſus Chriſt is ſet at the Head of this reb- 


+ toral Government: That in that State he ſits in Glory, ready and 


„able, 


A 


F 
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& able, out of his Purchaſe and Merits, to give Jiiſtification and 
eternal Life to all that can bring good Evidence of their having 
% complied with the TER Ms and ConDtTIoONs of the Law 
tc of Grace.” Thus they antedate the laſt Day, and hold forth. 
Chriſt as a Judge, rather than a Saviour. Luther was wont to 
warn People of this Diſtinction, frequently in his Comment on the: 
Epiſtle to the Galatians. And no other Headſhip to Chriſt do we 
find ſome willing to admit, but what belongs to his kingly Office. 
As for his Suretiſhip, and being the ſecond Adam, and a public 
Perſon, ſome treat it with Contempt. I have heard that Dr. The- 
mas Gaodwin was in his Youth an Arminian, or at leaſt inclining 
that Way ; but was by the Lord's Grace brought off, by Dr. Sibbs's 
clearing up to him this ſame Point, of Chriſt's being the Head 
and Repreſentative of all his People. Now, though we maintain 
ſtedfaſtly this Headſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, yet we ſay not, that there 
is an actual partaking of his Fulneſs of Grace, till we be in him 
by Faith; though this Faith is alſo given us on. Chriſi's Behalf, Phil. i. 
29. and we believe, through Grace, Acts xviii. 27. And we know no 
Grace, we can call nothing Grace, we care for no Grace, but 
what comes from this Head, the Saviour of the Body. But fo 
much ſhall ſerve to point forth the main Things of Difference and 
Miſtakes. | 


Is it not a little provoking, that ſome are ſo captious, that. no 
Miniſter can preach in the Hearing of ſome, © of the Freedom of 
« God's Grace; of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; of 
c ſole and ſingle believing on him for Righteouſneſs,” and eternal 
« Life; of the Impoſſibility of a natural Man's doing any good 
« Work, before he be in Chriſt ; of the Impoſſibility of the Mix- 
cc ing of Man's Righteouſneſs and Works, with Chriſt's Righ- 
tc fteouſneſs, in the Buſineſs of - Juſtification ; | and: ſeveral other 
<« Points,” but he is immediately called, or ſuſpected to be an Au- 
tinomian © If we ſay, that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is neither Work, nor 
CoNnDITION, nor Qualification, in Juſtification : but is a mere 
Inſtrument, receiving (as an empty Hand receiveth: the freely-given 
Alms) the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and that in its very Act, it is 
a renouncing of all Things but the Gift of Grace; the Fire is kin- 
dled. So that it is come to that, as Mr. Chri/tapher Fowler ſaid, 
* That he that will not. be Antichri/tian, muſt be. called an Ae 


« man,” 


(is) 
ec nian.“ Truth is to be defended by Truth; but Error is often, 
— unhappily, oppoſed by Eero under Tack Name. 142 


a der what ſhall we do uus ent ma 
with our Brethren? Shall we lie ſtill under their undeſerved Re- 


1 


proaches; and for keeping the Peace, ſilently ſuffer others to beat 


us „4 If it were our own perſonal Concern, we ſhould bear 
it: if it were only their charging us with Ignorance, Weakneſs, 
22 being unſtudied Divines, (as they have uſed liberally to call 
all that have not learned, and dare not believe their new Divinity) 
we might eaſily paſs'it by, or put it up. But when we ſee the pure 


Goſpel of Chriſt corrupted; and an Arminian Goſpel new vampt, 
and obtruded on People, to the certain Peril of the Souls of ſuch as 


believe it; and our Miniſtry reflected upon, which ſhould be dear- 
er to us than our Lives; can we be ſilent? As we have a Charge 
from the Lord, to deliver to our People what we have received 
from him; ſo; as he calls and enables, we are not to give Place by 
Subjection, not. for an Hour, to ſuch as creep in, not only to ſþy aut, 
but to deſtroy, not ſo much the Goſpel- Liberty, as the Goſpel- Fal- 
vation we have in Chriſt Jeſus, and to bring us back under the Yo 
legal Bondage: And indeed the Caſe in that Epiſtle to the Calau 
and _ has * i- 8 


Is it getred, chat we ſhould e to ms a free Offer of 
Gop's Grace in Chriſt to the worſt of Sinners? This cannot be 
granted by us! {for this is the Goſpel faithful Saying, and worthy of 
all Acceptativn' (and therefore worthy of all our | Preaching of it) 
that Jeſus Chri 2 came into the World io ſave Simiers, and the Chief of 
them, 1 Tim. I. 15. This was the apoſtolic Practice, according 
to their Lord's Command, Mark: xvi. 15, 16. Lale xxiv. 47. 
They began at*Jeruſalem; where the Lord of Life was wickedly 
flain by then; and yet Life in and through his Blood was offered 
to and Aer 0 and obtained by many of them. Every Believet's 
Experience witnefſeth to this, that every one that believes on Jeſus 
Chriſt, acts that Faith as the Chief of Sinners. Every Man that 
ſeeth hintfelf rightly, thinks ſo of himſelf, and therein thinks not a- 
miſs. GOD 6hly knoweth who is truly the greateſt Sinner, and 
every! humbled Sinner will think that he is the Man, 


SHALL 


BE 6 


SHALL. we tell Men, — they be haly, bo nfs 
believe on Jeſus Chriſt ? that they muſt not venture on Chriſt for 
Balvation, till they be qualiked and fit to be received, and wel- 
comed by him ? This were to ſorbear preaching the Goſpel at all, 
or to forbid all Men to believe on Chriſt. For never was any Sin- 
ner qualified for Chriſt, He is well qualified for us, 1 Cer. i. 30. 
but a Sinner out of Chriſt hath no Qualifeation. for Chriſt but Sin 
and Miſery. © Whence ſhould he have any better, but in and 
from Chriſt ? Nay, ſuppoſe an Impoſſibility, that a Man were 
qualified for Chriſt ; I boldly aſſert, that ſuch a Man would not, 
nor could ever believe on Chriſt. For Faith is a loſt, helpleſs, con- 
demned Sinner's caſting himſelf: on Chriſt for Salvation; z and the 
qualified Man is no ſuch Perſon, | 


SHALL we warn People, Gat 4 ſhould not believe onChrift 
too ſoon ? It is impoſſible that they ſhould do it too ſpon. Can a 
Man obey the great Go/pel-Command too ſoon ? 1 Jahn iii. 23. or do 
the great Hort of God too ſoon! Fohnvi. 28, 29. A Man may too 
ſoon think that he is in Chriſt ; and that is when it is not ſo indeed: 
and this we frequently teach. But this is but an idle Dream, and 
not Faith. A Man may too ſoon fancy that he hath Faith; but, 
J hope, he cannot act Faith too ſoon. If any ſhould fay, a Man 
may be holy too ſoon ; how would that Saying be reflected upon? 
And yet it is certain, that though no Man can be too ſoon holy, 
(becauſe he cannot too ſoon believe on Chriſt, which is the only 
Spring of true Holineſs) yet he may, and many do, ſet about 
the Study of that he counts Holineſs too ſoon ; that is, before 
the Tree be changed, Matt. xii. 33, 34, 35 before he have the naw 
Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27 ; and the Spirit of God diuelling in him, 
which is only got by Faith in Chriſt, Gal. iii. 14; and therefore 
all this Man's ſtudying of Holineſs, is not only vain Labour, but 
acting of Sin. And if this Study, and theſe Endeavours, be ma- 
naged, as commonly they are, to obtain Juſtification before Gon, 
they are the more wicked Works ſtill. And becauſe. this Point is 
needful to be known, I would give you ſome Teſtimonies for it. 
Doctrine of the Church of England, in her Thirty-nine Articles, 


yp 43. « Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the In- 
„ ſpiration 


— 
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« ſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to'GoD; foraſmuch 
« as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt : neither do they 
c make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the School-Authors 
« ſay) deſerve Grace of Congruity. Lea, rather, for that they | 
cc are not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
ce done, we doubt not but they have the Nature of Sin.“ 80 Cen- q 
feſfion of Faith, Chap. 16. Art. 7. Calvin. Init. Lib. 3. Chap. 13. 

Seat. 6. They (faith he, ſpeaking of the Popyb Schoolmen) 

cc have found out I know not what moral good Works, - where- 
« by Men are made acceptable to Gop before they are in- | 
ce grafted into Chriſt. As if the Scripture lied, when it ſaid, They | 
cc are all in Death who have not the Son, 1 John v. 12. If they be 

& in Death, how can they beget Matter of Life? As if it were of no 
ce Force, Whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin: as if evilTrees could bring forth 
good Fruit.” Read the Reſt of that Section. On the Contrary, the 
Council of Trent, Sz]. 6. Canon 7. ſay boldly, Whoſoever fhall fay, 

4 That all Works done before Juſtification, howſoever they be 

& done, are truly Sin, and deſerve the Hatred of Gon; let 

& him be Anathema.“ And to give you one more Bellowing of 
the Beaſt, wounded by the Light of the Goſpel, ſee the ſame 
Council, Seſſ. 6. Can. 11. Si quis dixerit, Gratiam qua juſtifitamur, » 
eſſe tantum favorem Dei; anathema fit. This is fearful 'Blaſphemy, 
faith Dr. Downham, Biſhop of Londonderry, in his orthodox Book 

of Juſtification, Lib. 3. Cap. 1. where he faith, „That the 

« Hebrew Words which in the Old-Teſtament ſignify the Grace 

&« of God, do always ſignify Favour, and never Grace inherent. 

&« And above fifty Teſtimonies may be brought from the New. . 
* "Teſtament, to prove that by God's Grace his Faveur is ſtill 

% meant.” But what was good Church of England Doctrine at 
and after the Reformation, cannot now go down with ſome A- 
minanizing Nonconformiſis. 9 


r FF _ 


& 
IF then nothing will ſatisfy our quarrelling Brethren, but either 
Silence as to the main Points of the Goſpel, which we believe, and 
live by the Faith of, and look to be ſaved in; which we have 
for many Years preached, with ſome Seals of the Holy Ghoſt in 
converting Sinners unto Gop, arid in building them up ih Holi- 
neſs and Comfort, by the Faith and Power of them; which alſo 
we vowed to the Lord to preach to all that will hear us as long as 
| C we 
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we live, in the Day when we gave up ourſelves to ſerve God with 
our Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son : If either this Silence, or the 
ſwallowing down of Arminian Schemes of the Goſpel, contrary.to 


the New-Teftament, and unknown to the reformed Churches, 


in their greateſt Purity, be the only Terms of Peace with our Bre- 
thren; we muſt then maintain our Peace with Gop, and our own 
Conſciences, in the Defence of plain Goſpel-truth, and our Harmony 
with the reformed Churches; and in the Comfort of theſe bear 
their Enmity. And though it be uſual with them to vilify and 
contemn ſuch as differ from them, for their Fewneſs, Weakneſs, 


.and Want of Learning ; yet they might know, that the maſt 
Learned and Godly in the Chri/tian World, have maintained and 


defended the ſame Doctrine we ſtand for, for ſome Ages. The 
Grace of Gop will never want, for it can, and will furniſh, 


Defenders of it. England hath been bleſſed with a Bradwardine, 


an Archbiſhop of Canterbury, againſt the Pelagians ; a Twiſſe and 
Ames, againſt the Arminians. And though they that contend with 
us, would ſeparate their Cauſe altogether from that of theſe two 
Peſts of the Church of Chriſt, I mean Pelagius and Arminius; yet 
judicious Obſervers cannot but already perceive a Co-incidency ; 
and do fear more, when either the Force of Argument ſhall drive 
them out of their lurking Holes, or when they ſhall think fit to 
diſcover their ſecretSentiments, which yet we but gueſs at, Then, 
as we ſhall know better what they would be at; fo it is very like, 


that they will then find Enemies in many whom they have ſeduced 


by their Craft, and do yet ſeem to be in their Camp; and will 
meet with Oppoſers, both at Home and Abroad, that they think 


not of. 


Ou Doctrine of the Juſtification of a Sinner by the free Grace 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus Chriſt, however it be miſrepreſented and 
reflected upon, is yet undeniably recommended by four Things. 


1. IT is a Doctrine ſavoury and precious unto all ſerious, godly 
Perſons. Dr. Ames's Obſervation holds good as to all the Arminian 
Divinity, that it is contra communem Senſum Fidelium ; & againſt the 

1 common Senſe of Believers,” And though this be an Argu- 
ment of little Weight with them that value more the Judgment of 


the Scribes, and the Wiſe, and Diſputers of this World, 1 Cor, 
i. 18, 


(19) 3 

3. 18, 19, 20, 21. than of all the Godly; yet the Spirit of Gap 

by St. John gives us the ſame Argument, 1 John iv. 5, 6. They are 

of the World : therefore ſpeak they of the World, and the Warld heareth 

them. Wie are of God: he that knoweth God, heareth us; he that is 
nit of God, heareth not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and 
the Spirit of Error. How evident is it, that ſeveral, who, by E- 
ducation, or an unſound Miniſtry, having had their natural En- 

mity againſt the Grace of Gop ſtrengthened, when the Lord by 
his Spirit hath broke in upon their Hearts, and hath raiſed a ſeri- 

ous Soul-excerciſe about their Salvation; their turning to God in 
Chriſt, and their turning from Arminianiſin, have begun together? 
And ſome of the greateſt Champions for the Grace of (50D have 
been Perſons thus dealt with; as we might inſtance. And as it 
is thus with Men at their Converſion ; fo is it found afterward, 
that {till as it is well with them in their inner Man, ſo doth the 
Doctrine of Grace ſtill appear more precious and ſavoury. On 
the other Part, all the Ungodly and Unrenewed have a Diſlike and 
Diſreliſn of this Doctrine; and are all for the Doctrine of bo- 
ING, and love to hear it; and, in their ſorry Exerciſe, are ſtill 
for doing their own Buſineſs in Salvation; though they be no- 
ching, and can do nothing, but ſin, and deſtroy themſelves. 


2. Ir is that Doctrine only by which a convinced Sinner can be 
dealt with effectually. When a Man is awakened, and brought 
to that, that all muſt be brought to, or to worſe, hat ſhall I do 
to be ſaved ® Acts xvi. 30, 31. we have the apoſtolic Anſwer to it, 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe. 
This Anſwer is fo old, that with many it ſeems out of Date. But 
it is ſtill, and will ever be freſh, and new, and ſavoury, and the 
only Reſolution of this grand Caſe of Conſcience, as long as Con- 
ſcience and the World laſts. No Wit or Art of Man will ever 
find a Crack or Flaw in it, or deviſe another or a better Anſwer ; 
nor can any but this alone heal rightly the Wound of an awaken- 
ed Conſcience. Let us ſet this Man to ſeek Reſolution in this 
Caſe of ſome Mafters in our [az]. According to their Prin- 
ciples, they muſt ſay to him, <* Repent and mourn for your known 
Sins, and leave and loath them; and God will have Mercy on 
c you.” © Alas! faith the poor Man, my Heart is hard, and 
« I cannot repent aright ; yea, I find my Heart more hard and 

C& 2 vile 
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« vile than when I was ſecure in Sin.” If you ſpeak to this Man 
of Qualifications for Chriſt, he knows nothing of them; if of ſin- 
cere Obedience, his Anſwer is native. and ready, © Obedience. is 
& the Work of a living Man, and Sincerity is only in a renewed 
& Soul.” Sincere Obedience is therefore as impoſſible to a dead 
unrenewed Sinner, as perfect Obedience is. Why ſhould not the 
right Anſwer be given, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrifl, and you 
ſhall be ſaved ? Tell him what Chriſt is, what he hath done and 
ſuffered to obtain eternal Redemption for Sinners, and that accor- 
ding to the Will of Go and his Father. Give him a plain down- 
right Narrative of the Goſpel-ſalvation wrought out by the Son 
of Gop; tell him the Hiſtory and Myſtery. of the Goſpel plainly. 
It may be the Holy Ghoſt will work Faith thereby, as he did in 
thoſe Firſt-fruits of the Gentiles, Acts x. 44. If he aſk, What 
Warrant he hath to believe on Jeſus Chriſt ? tell him, that he 
hath utter indiſpenſible Neceſſity for it; for without believing on 
him, he muſt periſh eternally : That he hath Go p's gracious Of- 
fer of Chriſt and all his Redemption ; with a Promiſe, that upon 
accepting the Offer by Faith, Chriſt and Salvation with him is his: 
That he hath Go p's expreſs Commandment, 1 John iii. 23. to be- 


lieve on Chriſt's Name; and that he ſhould make Conſcience of 


obeying it, as well as any Command in the moral Law. Tell him of 
Chriſt's Ability and Goodnels to ſave ; that no Man was ever rejected 
by him that caſt himſelf upon him ; that deſperate Caſes are the glorj- 
ous Triumphs of his Art of ſaving. Tell him, that there is no Midſt 
between Faith and Unbelief ; that there is no Excuſe for neglecting 
the one, and continuing in the other: That helieving on the Lord 
Jeſus for Salvation, is more pleaſing to GoD, than all Obedience 
to his Law ; and that Unbelief is the moſt provoking to GoD, and 
the moſt damning to Man, of all Sins. Againſt the Greatneſs of 
his Sins, the Curſe of the Law, and the Severity of GoD as 
Judge, there is no Relief to be held forth to him, but the free and 
boundleſs Grace of GoD in the Merit of Chriſt's Satisfaction by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf. If he ſhould ſay, What is it to believe on Jeſus 
Chriſt? As to this, I find no ſuch Queſtion in the Word; but that 
all did ſome Way underſtand the Notion of it ; the Jews, that did 
not believe on him, John vi. 28, 29, 30; the chief Prieſts and 
Phariſeds, John vii. 48; the blind Man, John ix. 35, when 
Chriſt aſked him, Pelieveſt thou en the Sen of God? he anſwered, 

Ihe 


—_— 

Who is he, Lord, tbat I may believe on him? Immediately, when 
Chriſt had told him, . V..37; he ſaid not, hat is it to believe an him 
but Lord, I believe, and worſhipped him; and ſo. both profelled 
and ated Faith in him. So the Father of the Lunatic, Mari ix, 23. 
24; the Eunuch, As viii. 37, They all, both Chriſt's Enemies and 
his Diſciples, knew, that F aith in him was a believing, that the 
Man Jeſus of Nazareth was the Son of G 0D, the Meffiah, and Savi- 
our of the World, ſo as to receive and look for Salvation in his Name, 
Acts iv. 12. This was the common Report, publiſhed by Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles and Diſciples ; and known by all that heard it. If 
he yet aſk, What he is to believe? you tell him, that he is not 
called to believe, that be is in Chriſt, and that his Sins are par- 
doned, and he a juſtified Man; but that he is to believe Gop's 
Record concerning Chriſt, 1 Jabm v. 10, II, 12. and this Record 
is, that God giveth (that is, offereth) to us eternal Life in his Son Mus 
Chriſt: and that all that with the Heart believe this Report, and 
reſt their Souls on theſe glad Tidings, ſhall be faved, Rom. x. 9s 
IO, 11. And thus he is to he, that he may be juſtified, Gal. ii. 
16. If he ſtill ſay, That this Believing is hard; this is a good 
Doubt, but eaſily reſolved. It beſpeaks a Man deeply humbled, 
Any Body may ſee his own Impotence to obey the Law of Gon 
fully ; but few find the Difficulty of Believing. For his Reſolu- 
tion, aſk him, What it is that he finds makes Believing difficult to 
him? Is it Unwillingneſs to be juſtified and faved.? Is it Unwilling- 
neſs to be ſo ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, to the Praiſe of God's Grace in 
him, and the Voiding of all Boaſting in himſelf ? This he will 
ſurely deny. Is it a Diſtruſt of the Truth of the Goſpel- Record 2 
This he dare not own. Is it a Doubt of Chriſt's Ability, or Good- 
will to fave? This is to contradict the Teſtimony of Gon in the 
Goſpel. Is it becauſe he doubts of an Intereſt in Chriſt and his 
Redemption ? You tell him, that believing on Chriſt makes up 
the Intereſt in him. If he ſay that he cannot believe on Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe of the Difficulty of the acting this Faith; and that 
a divine Power is needful to draw it forth, which he finds not; 
you tell him, that believing in Jeſus Chriſt is no Work, but a Reſt- 
ing on Jeſus Chriſt ; and that this Pretence is as unreaſonable, as 
that if a Man wearied with a Journey, and who is not able to go 
one Step further, ſhould argue, I am fo tired, that I am not a- 
* ble to lie down; when indeed he can neither ſtand nor go.“ 
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(22 ) 
The poor wearied Sinner can never believe on Jeſus Chriſt, till he 
finds he can do nothing for himſelf; and in his firſt Believing doth 
always apply himſelf to Chriſt for Salvation, as a Man hopeleſs and 
helpleſs in himſelf. And by ſuch Reaſonings with him from the 
Goſpel, the Lord will (as he hath often done) convey Faith, and 
Joy, and Peace by Believing. 


3. Tx1s Doctrine of free Juſtification by Faith alone, hath this 
Advantage, That it ſuits all Mens Spirits and Frame in their ſe- 
rious Approaches to Gop in Worſhip. Men may think and talk 
boldly of 1NHERENT Righteouſneſs, and of its Worth and Va- 
lue; of good Works, and Frames, and Diſpoſitions : but when 
Men preſent themſelves before the Lord, and have any Diſcoveries 
of his Glory, all Things in themſelves will diſappear, and be 
Jooked upon as nothing. Zophar, though the hotteſt Speaker of 
Job's Friends, did yet ſpeak rightly to him, Fob xi. 4, 5. For 
thou haſt ſaid, My Doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine Eyes. 
But, O that God would ſpeak! And fo Fob found it, when Gon 
diſplayed his Glory to him, and that only in the Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, Chap. xxxvili. xxxix. He then changed 
his Note, Fob xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 2— 6. So was it with Jſaiah, 
Chap. vi. 5. till pardoning Grace was imparted to him. No 
Man can ſtand before this holy Lord Gop, with any Peace and 
Comfort, unleſs he have Gop himſelf to ſtay upon. His Grace 
and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, can only preſerve a Man from being 
conſumed; and the Faith of it from being confounded. Hence 
we ſee the Difference betwixt Mens Frame in their Diſputes and 
Doctrine about theſe Points, and their own Senſe and Pleadings 


with Go in Prayer. 


4. Tr1s Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, without any Mix- 
tures of Man, (however, and by what Names and Titles ſoever 
they be dignified or diſtinguiſhed) hath this undoubted Advantage, 
That it is that which all, not judicially hardened and blinded, do, 
or would, or muſt betake themſelves unto, when dying. How 
loth would Men be to plead that Cauſe on a Death-bed, which 
they fo ſtoutly ſtand up for with Tongue and Pen, when at Eaſe, 
and that evil Day far away? They ſeem to be jealous, leſt Gop's 


Irace and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs have too much Room, and Mens 
Works 


42) 


Works too little, in the Buſineſs of Juſtification. But was. hene 


ever a ſenſible dying Perſon exerciſed with this Jealouſy as to him- 
ſelf? Even bloody Stephen Gardener, when a- dying, could anſwer 


Dr. Day, Biſhop of Chicheſter, who offered Comfort to him by 


this Doctrine: „What, my Lord, will you open that Gap now? 


6 Then farewel altogether. To me, and ſuch other in my Caſe, 


« you may ſpeak it; but open this Window to the People, then 


4 farewel altogether.” Book of Martyrs, Vol. 3. P. 450. In 
which Words, he bewrayed a Conviction of the Fitneſs of the 


Doctrine to dying Perſons, and his Knowledge that it tended to 


the deſtroying the Kingdom of Antichriſt, As Fox, in the ſame 
Book of Martyrs, Vol. 2. P. 46. gives this as the Reaſon of Lu- 
ther's Succeſs againſt Popery, above all former Attempts of pre- 
ceeding Witneſſes. < But, faith he, Luther gave the Stroke, and 
« plucked down the Foundation, and all by opening one Vein, 
„ Jong hid before, wherein lieth the Touchſtone of all Truth 
c and Doctrine, as the only principal Origin of our Sal- 
ce vation; which is, our free Juſtification by Faith only, in 
& Chriſt the Son of God.” Conſider how it is with the moſt 
holy and eminent Saints when dying. . Did ye ever ſee or hear 
any Boaſting of their Works and Performances? They may, and 
do own, to the Praiſe of his Grace, what they have been made to 
be, what they have been helped to do or ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake. 
But when they draw near to the awful Tribunal, what elſe is in 
their Eye and Heart, but only free Grace, -ranſoming Blood, and 
and a well-ordered Covenant in Chriſt the Surety ? They cannot 
bear to hear any make Mention to them of their Holigeſs, their 
own Grace and Attainments. In a Word, the Doctrine of Con- 
DITIONS, Qualifications, and rectoral Government, and the 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments, according to the new 
Law of Grace, will make but an uneaſy Bed to a dying Man's 
Conſcience ; and will leaye him in a very bad Condition at pre- 
ſent, and in Dread of worſe, when he is feeling, in his laſt Ago- 
nies, that the Mages of Sin is Death, if he cannot by Faith add, 
But the Gift of Gad is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
Rom. vi. 23, He is a wiſe and happy Man that anchors his Soul 
on that Rock, at which he can ride out the Storm of Death. 
Why ſhould Men contend for that in their Life, that they know 
they muſt renounce at their Death? or negle& that Truth now 
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little; but nothing of a new Birth and Regeneration. 


tural Man, but he is by his natural State an Enemy to it. 
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Hat they muſt betake themſelves unto then? Why loud lin 
build a Houſe, which tre muſt leave in a Storm, or be buried in its 
Ruins? Many Architects have attempted to make a ſure Houſe 
of their own Righteouſneſs ; but it is without a Foundation; and 
muſt fall, or be thrown down ſorrowfully by the fooliſh Builder; 
which is the better Way. It is a great Teſt of the Truth of Doc- 
trine about the Way of Salvation, when it is generally approved of 
by ſenſible dying Men. And what the univerſal Senſe of all ſuch 
In this Caſe is, as to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and their own, 
is obvious to any Man. He was an ingenuous Balaamite, who, 
being himſelf a Papiſt, ſaid to a Proteſtant, © Our Religion is beſt 
e to live in, and your's beſt to die in.“ 


Bur notwithſtanding of theſe great Advantages (and they are 
but a few of many) that this Doctrine is attended with, there are 
not a few Diſadvantages it labours under; which though they are 
rather to its Commendation than Reproach, yet 2 4 do hinder its 
Welcome and Reception. As, 


1. Tars Doctrine is a ſpiritual Myſtery, and lieth not level 
to a natural Underſtanding, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 14. Working for Life, 
a Man naturally n 3 but believing for Life, he under- 
ſtands not. To mend the old Man, he knows; but to put on 
the new Man by Faith is a Riddle to him. The Study of Holi- 


neſs, and to endeavour to ſquare his Life according to God's 


Law, he knows a little of, though he can never do it; but to 
draw Sanctification from Chriſt by Faith, and to walk holily, in 
and through the Force of the Spirit of Chriſt in the Heart by 
Faith, is mere Canting to him. A new Life he underſtands a 
He never, 

ſaw himſelf ſtark dead. Nay, not only is it unknown to the na- 
He 
neither doth, nor can know it, nor approve of it, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

Wiſdom (that is, Chriſt's Way of ſaving Men revealed in the Goſ- 
pel) is 2 ified of all her Children, and of them only, Matt. xi. 19. 

Luke vii. 29, 30, 35. This Enmity in Men to the Wiſdom of 
Gov, is the Cauſe not only of this Contempt of its Miniſtry, but 
is a Temptation to many Miniſters to preach up and frame a Goſ- 


pel that is more ſuited to, and taken with, and more eaſily under- 
ſtood 
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ſiood by ſuch Men, than the true Goſpel of Chriſt is. This Paul 
complains of in others, and vindicates hienſelf from, 1 Cur. 1. 1. 
and ii. 2. He warns others againſt it, Gul. ii. S. 2 Cor. x 9 4 
Gal. i. ö, 75 8, 9. And it is certain, that doing for Lite 1s mene 
ſuited to corrupt Nature, chan believing is. e bow 


_ 
5 244 4% * 


9 


2. Our Oppoſers in this Doctrine have the Many for them, 
and againſt us; as they of Old boaſted, Jam vn. 48. This they 
have no Ground to glory in, though they do nor we to be aſha- 
med of the Truth, becauſe we cannot vie Numbers with them. 


With our. Oppoſers are all theſe Sorts, (and they make à great 


Number) though I do not ſay: or think, that all our Qppaſers-are 
to be ranked in any of theſe Liſts ; for ſome, both godly and learn- 
ed, may miſtake us, and the Truth, in this Matter. 1. They hate 
all the ignorant People, that know nothing of either Law or Go 
pel. They ſerve GoD, (they ſay, but moſt. falſly) and hope that 
Gop will be merciful to them, and ſave them. To all ſuch, 
both the clear Explication of Gop's Law, and the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, are ſtrange Things. Yet ſincere Obedience they love 
to hear of; for all of them think there is ſome Sincerity in their 
Hearts, and that they can do ſomewhat. But of Faith in Chriſt 
they have no Knowledge ; except by Faith you underſtand. a 
Dream of being ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, though they know nothing 
of him, or of his Way of ſaving Men, nor of the Way of being 
ſaved by him. 2. All Formaliſts are on their Side; People that 
place their Religion in Trifles, becauſe they are Strangers to the 
Subſtance thereof. 3. All proud ſecure Sinners are againſt us, 
that go about, with the Jews, to glabliſb their tum Righteouſneſs, Rom. 
x. 3. The Secure are whole, and ſee no Need of the Phyſician 
the Proud have Phyſic at Home, and deſpiſe that that came down 
from Heaven. 4. All the zealous devout People in a natural Re- 
ligion, are utter Enemies to the Goſpel. By a natural Religion, 
I mean that that is the Product of the Remnants of God's Image 
in fallen Man, a little improved by the Light of Gop's Word. 
All fuch cannot endure to hear, that Go D's Law muſt be perſect- 


ly fulfilled in every Tittle of it, or no Man can be ſaved by doing; 


that they muſt all periſh for ever, that have not the Righteouſneſs 
of a Man that never ſinned, who is alſo God over all bleſſed for ever, 
to ſhelterand cover them from a holy Gov's Anger, and to render 
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them accepted of him; that this Righteouſneſs is put on by the 
Grace of Gop, and a Man muſt betake himſelf to it, and receive 
it as a naked bluſhing Sinner; that no Man can do any Thing 
that is good, till Goſpel-grace renew him, and make him firſt a 
good Man. This they will never receive, but do ftill think that a 
Man may grow good by doing good. 


3. NATURAL Reaſon is very fertile in its Objections, and ca- 
vils ' againſt the Doctrine of the Grace of Gop; and eſpecially 
-when this corrupt Reaſon is poliſhed by Learning and ſtrong Na- 
tural Parts. When there are many to broach ſuch Doctrine, and 
many ſo diſpoſed to receive it, is it any Wonder that the Goſpel- 
truth makes little Progreſs in the World ? Nay, were it not for 
the divine Power that ſupports it, and the Promiſes of its Preferva- 
tion, its Enemies are ſo many and ſtrong, and true Friends fo few 
and feeble, we might fear its periſhing from the Earth. But we 
know it is impoflible. And if the Lord have a Defign of Mercy to 
theſe Nations, and hath a Vein of his Election to dig up amongſt 
us, we make no Doubt, but the Glory of Chriſt, as a crucified 
Saviour, ſhall yet be diſplayed in the Midſt of us, to the Joy of all 
that love his Salvation, and to the Shame of others, //a. Ixvi. 5 


4. I might add the great Declenſion of ſome of the reformed 
Churches from the Purity and Simplicity of that Doctrine they 
were firſt planted in. And if there be any Warping toward Armi- 
nian Doctrine by ſome on our Side, in order to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with that Church that hath the ſecular Advantages to diſ- | 
pence, and to make Way for ſome Accommodation with them, 
T had rather wait in Fear till a further Diſcovery. of it, than offer 
to gueſs at. | 


5. Laſily, IT is no ſmall Diſadvantage this Doctrine lies under 
from the Spirit of this Day we live in. A light, frothy, trifling 
Temper, prevails generally: Doctrines of the greateſt Weight 
are talked of and treated about, with a vain unconcerned Frame of 
Spirit; as if Men contended rather about Opinions and School- 
points, than about the Oracles of Gop, and Matters of Faith. 
But, - if Mens Hearts were ſeen by themſelves ; if Sin were felt; 
if Mens Conſciences were enlivened; if Go p's holy Law were 
known 
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known in its ExaQneſs and Severity, and the Glory and Majeſty 
of the Law-giver ſhining before Mens Eyes; if Men were living 
as leaving Time, and lanching forth into Eternity; + 
n 


Obiact. 1. IS there not a great Decay amongſt Profeſſors in real 
practical Godlineſs ? Are we like the old Proteſtants, or the old 
Puritans ? I anſwer, That the Decay and Degeneracy is great, and 
heavily to be bewailed. But what is the Cauſe ? and what will 
be its Cure? Is it becauſe the Doctrine of Morality, and Virtue, 
and good Works, is not enough preached ? This cannot be: for 
there hath been for many Years a public Miniſtry in the Nation, 
that make theſe their conſtant Themes. Yet the Land is become 
as Sodom for all Lewdneſs; and the Tree of Profaneneſs is ſo grown, 

that the Sword of the Magiſtrate hath not yet been able to.lop off any 
of its Branches. Is it becauſe Men have too much Faith in Chriſt ? 
or too little? or none at all? Would not Faith in Chriſt increaſe 
Holineſs ? did it not always ſo ? and will it not {till do it 0 Was 
not the Holineſs of the firſt Prot Rente eminent and ſhining? And 
yet they generally put Aſſurance in the Definition of thetr Faith. 
We cannot ſay, that Goſpel-holineſs hath proſpered much by the 
Correction or Mitigation of that harſn- like Definition. The cer- 
tain Spring of this prevailing Wickedneſs in the Land, is People's 
Ignorance and Unbelief of the Goſpel, of Chriſt; and that grows 
by many Prophets that ſpeak Lies to them in the Name of * 
Lord. d 


- 


OBiect. 2. Bu r do not ſome abuſe the Grace of the Gopal — 
turn it into Wantonneſs? Anfwer. Ves; ſome do, ever did, and 
ſtill will do ſo. But it is only the ill- underſtood and not believed 
Doctrine of Grace that they abuſe. The Grace itſelf no Man can 
abuſe; for its Power prevents its Abuſe. Let us ſee how Pa 
that bleſſed Herald of this Grace, (as he was an eminent Inſtance 
of it), dealeth with this Objection, Rom. vi. 1. Sc. What doth 
he to prevent this Abuſe ? Is it by extenuating what he had ſaid 
Chap. v. 20. that Grace abounds much more, where Sin had 42 0 
Is it by mineing Grace ſmaller, that Men may not choke upon it, 
or ſurfeit by it? Is it by mixing ſomething of the Law with it, to 
make it more wholſome ? No: but only by plain aſſerting the 

D 2 Power 
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Power and Tnfluence of this Grace, where-ever it really is; as ab 
length in that Chapter. This Grace is all treafured up in Chrift 
Jeſus, offered to Sirmers in the Goſp&, poured forth by our Lord 
in the Working of Faith, and drunk in by che Elect in the Excer- 
ciſe of Faith; and becomes in them a living Spring, which will, 
and muſt break out and fpring up in all holy Converſation,” He ex- 
horts them w drink in mote and more of this Grace by Faith. And 
25 for fach as pretend to Grace, and five” ungodly, the Spirit of 
Go declares, they are void of Grace, which is always fruitful in 
good Works, 2 Per. Ti. and Fude's Fpiſtte. The Apoſtle orders 
the Churches to caſt ſuch out, 1 Cor. v. 2 Tim. ii. 5; and to de- 
elure to them, as Peter did to a Profeſſor, Ads viii. 20, 21; that 
they have m Part nor Portion in this Matter, for their Heart ir not right 
#"the Sight of Cod; though the Doctrine be V2: that they hypo- 
Any PR | 


Bor if our Brethren will not forbear their Charge of Auino- 
mianiſm; we intreat them that they will give it in juſtly. As, 1. 
On them that ay, that the Sanction of the holy Law of God is 
repealed ; ſo that o Man is now under it, either to be condemned 
for breaking it, or to be ſaved by keeping it; which to us is rank 
Antinomianiſm and Arminianiſm both : yea, that it doth not now re- 
quire perfect Holinefs. But indeed what can it require? for it is 
no Law, if its Sanction be repealed. 2. On them let the Charge 
fie, that ate ungodly under the Name of Chriſtianity, And both 
they and we know where to find ſuch true Antinomians in great A- 
bundance, who yet are never called by that Name. And is it not 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that Men who have fo mich Zeal againſt an 
Amtinomian Principle, have ſo much Kindneſs for true Antinomians 
in Practice? 3. Let him be called by this ugly Name, that judg- 
eth not the holy Law and Word of Gop written in the Old and 
New Teſtament to be a perfect Rule of Life to all Belicyers, and 
fairh not that all ſuch ſhould ſtudy Conformity thereunto, Rem. xii. 
2. 4. That encourageth himſelf in Sin, and hardeneth himſelf in 
{mpenitence, by the Doctrine of the Goſpel. No Man that knows 
and believes the "Golpel, can do ſo. What ſome Hypocrites may 
do, is nothing to us, who diſown all ſuch Perſons and Practices; 
and own no Principle that can really encourage the one, or in- 
fluence the other. 5. That thinketh Holineſs is not neceſſary to 
ht | all 
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all that would be ſaved. We maintain, not only that it is neceſſa- 
ry to, but that it is a great Part bf Salvation. '6. Whoever thinks; 
that when à Believer comes ſtiort in obeying GoD's Law, he'fins 


not; and that he ought not to mourn becauſe of it as provoking ce 


Go, and hurtful to the new Creation in him; and that he needs 
not renew the. Exerciſe of Faith and Repentance for repeated 
waſhing and pardoning. Laſtly, that ſay, that a Sinner is actually 
juſtified before\he be united to Chriſt by Faith. It is ſtrange, that 
ſuch that are charged with this, of all Men do moſt preſs on Sins 
ners to believe on Jeſus Chriſt, and urge the Damnation threatened 
in the Goſpel upon all Unbelievers. That there is a decreed Juſ 
tification from Eternity, particular and fixed as to all the Ele&z 
and a virtual perfect Juſtificatiom of all the Redeemed, in and by 
the Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, a. fü. 11. Nan. in 
25. Heb. ix. 26, 28. and x. 14, is not yet called in Queſtion by 
any amongſt us; and more is not craved, but that a Sinner, for 
his actual Juſti fication, mult lay hold on and Four this 1 
tion in Chriſt! J Blood by FREE | 


Bur, on the other Hari, we ory in any Nane of Nene 
(as the honourable Revivach of Chrift) that is eaſt upon us foriafs 
ſerting the abſolute boundleſs Freedom of the Grace of Got 
which excludes all Merit, and every Thing like it; the Abſolute» 
neſs of the Covenant of Grace, (for the Covenant of Redemption 
was plainly and ſtrictly a CONDITIONAL one, and the nobleſt 
of all Conditions was in it. The Son of God's taking on him 
Man's Nature, and offering it in Sacrifice, was the ſtrict Condi- 
tion of all the Glory and Reward promiſed to Ciriſt and his Seed, 
Tf. Iii. 10, 11.) wherein all Things are freely promiſed, and thait 
Faith that is required for ſealing a Man's · Intereſt in 2 
is promiſed in it, and wrought by the Grace of it, Eph. ii. 


That Faith at firſt is wrought by, and acts upon a full and — 


lute Offer of Chriſt, and of all his Fulneſs ; an Offer that hath tho 
Condition in it, but that native one to all Offers, Acceptance j am 
and in the very Act of this Hacprmte, the Accepter doth | 
diſclaim all Things in himſelf, but Sinfulneſs and Miſery. Phet 
Faith in Je Chriſt doth juſtify (although by the Way it is to be 
noted, that it is never written in the Word, that Faith juſtifeth 
actively, but alvays” paſſively ; that à Man is juſtified by Faith, 

and 


(30 
und that Go p juſtifieth Men by, and through Faith; yet admit- 
ting the Phraſe) only as a mere Inſtrument receiving that imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for which-we are juſtified; and that this 
Faith, in the Office of Juſtification, is neither CONDITION nor 
Qualification, nor our Goſpel-righteouſneſs, but in its very Act 
mene of all ſuch Pee 


WI e Market of Grage to be free, Ta. Iv. 1, 2, 3. 
It is Chriſt's laſt Offer and loweſt, Rev. xxii. 17. If there be any 
Price or Money ſpoke of, it is 1 Price, no Money. And where 
ſuch are the Terms and Conditions, if we be forced to call them 
ſo, we muſt ſay, that they look liker a Renouncing, than a Boaſt- 
ing of any Qualifications or Conditions. Surely the Terms of the 
Goſpel-bargain are God's free giving, and our free W and re- 


3 


* WE are not aſhamed of teaching the Ineffectualneſs of the Law, 
and all the Works of it, to give Life; either that of Juſtification, 
or of Regeneration and Sanctification, or of eternal Life : That 
the Law of Gop can only damn all Sinners; that it only rebukes, 
and thereby irritates and increaſes Sin; and can never ſubdue it, 
till Goſpel-grace come with Power upon the Heart; and then 
when the Law is written in the Heart, it is copied out in the 
Life. | 


THrarT we call Men to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in that 
Caſe the firſt Adam brought them to, and left them in ; in that 
Caſe that the Law finds and leaves them in, guilty, filthy, con- 
demned: out of which Caſe they can * be delivered by Chriſt, 


and by believing on him. 


. 
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THraT we tell Sinners, that - Jeſus Chriſt will ſurely welcome 
all that come to him; and as he will not caſt them out for their 
Sinfulneſs, in their Nature and bypaſt Life, ſo neither for their Mi- 
ſery, in the Want of ſuch Qualifications and Graces that he on- 


Iy can give. 


Tu AT we do hold forth the Propitiation in Chriſt's Blood, as 
the only Thing to be in the Eye of a Man that would believe on 
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Chriſt untoJuſtification of Life; and that by this Faith alone f. 


ner is juſtified, C 


Tur God juſtifieth the Ungodhy, Rom. iv. 6 neither by ned 
him godly before he juſtify him, nor leaving him ungodly after he 
hath juſtified him; but that the ſame Grace that juſtifies. him, 


doth immediately ſanctify him. 


Ir for ſuch Doftries mak collated we are bold to 
fay, that there is ſome Ignorance of, or Prejudice at the knows 
Prote/tant Doctrine, in the Hearts of the Reproachers. - 


THERE are ſome Things we complain of. As, 


r. THAT they load their Brethren ſo grievouſly with unjuſt Ca- 
Jumnies, either directly, or by Conſequence ; as when they preach 
up Holineſs, and the Neceſſity of it, as if it were their proper Doc- 


trine, and diſowned by us; when they cannot but know in their 


Conſciences, that there is no Difference betwixt them and us, a- 


bout the Nature or Neceflity of Holineſs, but only about its Spring 
and Place in Salvation. We derive it from Jeſus Chriſt, and Faith 


in him; and know aſſuredly, that it can ſpring from nothing elle. - 


We place it betwixt Juſtification and Glory, and that is its Scrip- 


ture-place ; and no where elſe can it be found or ſtand, let Mem | 


try it as much and as long as they will. 


2. THAT they ſeem very zealous againſt Autinomianijm, and for- * _ 


get the other Extreme of Arminiani/m ; which is far more common. 
as dangerous, and far more natural to all Men. For though there 
have been, and may be this Day, ſome true Antinomians, either 
through Ignorance, or Weakneſs, reeling to that Extreme, or by 
the Heat of Contention with, and Hatred of Arminianiſm, (as it is 
certain, ſome very good and learned Men have inclined to Ami- 

nianiſm, through their Hatred of Antinomianiſm, and have declared 
ſo much) and ſome may, and do corrupt the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel, through the . of their Hearts; yet how deſtruc- 
tive ſoever this Abuſe may be to the Souls of the Seduced, ſuch an 
Appearance of Antinomianiſm is but as a Meteor or Comet, that will ſoon 


blaze out, and its Folly will bs quickly hiſſed off the Stage. But the Prin- 
*ciples 
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Eiples ef H/rminiamſrit are the natural Dictates of a carnal Mind, 
which is Enmity both to the Law of G 0D, and to the Goſpel of 
Thrift; and, next to the dead Sea of Popery, (into which alſo this 


r have, fince Pelagins to this Day, been the greateſt 
Plague: of the Church of Chrift, e till his Se- 


cond Coming. 


3- THAT Expreſſions capable of a good Senſe, are fray 
petverted, contrary to the Scope of 'the Writer or Speaker. But 
this and fuch like are the uſual Methods of unfair Contenders. 
Were the like Method taken on the other Side, how ma ay Poprſh, 
Arminian, yea and Socinian Expreſſions, might be — e If 
any Goſpel-trutk be preached or publiſhed, that reflects on. "the 
Idol of Self-righteouſneſs, and Juſtification thereby, ic is gon 
quarrelled with. But Reproaches caſt on the free Grace of Go», 
and the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrift, are with them, if not 
approved, yet but venial, well-meant Miſtakes. Let Mens Rated 
Principles be known, and their Expreſſions explained accordingly, 
or M iſtakes and Contentions will be endleſs. 


7 5 We do alſo complain, that Love to Peace hath made many 
grave and found Divines forbear to utter their Minds freely in 
Public on theſe Points: whereby the adverſe Party is emboldened ; ' 
wind ſuch Miniſters as dare not purchaſe Peace by Silence, when 
ſo great Truths are undermined, are expoſed as a Marx. 


5. Laſtly, Wx complain, that the Scheme ofthe Goſpel contend- 
ed for by our Oppoſers, is clouded, vailed, and darkened by School- 
terms; new, uncouth, and unſcriptural Phraſes ; whereby, as they 
think to guard themſelves againſt Oppoſition, ſo they do increaſe 
the Jealouſies of their Brethren, and keep their Principles from the 
Knowledge of their ordinary People, who are as much concerned 
in thoſe Points as any Scholar or Divine. 


TRIõs Controverſy looks like a very bad Omen. We did hope, 
that the good old Prote/tant Doctrine had been rooted and rivetted 
in the Hearts of all the Miniſters on our Side ; but now we find 
the Contrary, and that the four Leaven of Arminianiſm works 

ord Their Advocates do not yet own. the Name; but the 
younger 
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younger Sort are more bold and free: and with them no Books r 


Authors are in Eſteem and Uſe, but ſuch as are for the new, ratio- 
nal Method of Divinity. (Rational is a fitter Commendation of a 
Philoſopher, than of a Divine ; and yet it is ſomewhat better ap- 
plied to a Divine, than to Divinity ; for true Divinity hath a higher 
and nobler Original than Man's Reaſon, even divine Revelation : 
and it can never be rightly learned by them that have no higher 
Principle in them than Reaſon, even the Teaching of the Holy 
Ghoſt). But for Luther, Calvin, Zanchy, Twiſſe, Ames, Perkins, 
and Divines of their Spirit and Stamp, they are generally neglected 
and deſpiſed, 


IT is undoubted, that the Devil deſigns the ObſtruQting of the 
Courſe of the Goſpel ; and in this he hath often had the Service of 
the Tongues and Pens of good Men, as well as of bad. Yet we 
are not without Hope, that the Lord, in his Wiſdom and Mercy, 
will defeat him ; and that theſe Contentions may yet have good 
Fruit, and a good Iſſue. | 


FoR furthering of this good End, let me requeſt a few Things 
of my Brethren, 5 


I. LET us not receive Reports ſuddenly of one another. In 
Times of Contention, many falſe Reports are raiſed, and rafhly 
believed. This is both the Fruit and the Fuel of Contention. 


2. LE Ir us make Chriſt crucified our great Study, as Chriſtians ; 
and the Preaching of him our main Work, as Miniſters, 1 Cor. 


ii. 2. Paul determined to know Nothing elſe. But many manage 


the Miniſtry, as if they had taken up a contrary Determination, 
even to know any Thing, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified. We 
are amazed to ſee ſo many aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt, and 
to behave as if they accounted the Tidings of Salvation by the 
ſlain Son of GoD, an old antiquated Story, and unfit to be dai- 
ly preached. And what comes in the Room thereof, is not un- 
known, nor is it worth the Mentioning. For all Things that 
come in Chriſt's Room, and juſtle him out, either of Hearts or 
Pulpits, are alike abominable to a Chri/lian. How many Ser- 


mons may a Man hear, and read when printed, yea, and Books 


6 written, 
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written, about the Way to Heaven, wherein is hardly the Name 

of Jeſus Chriſt? And if he be named, it is the Name of Chriſt 

as a Judge and Lawgiver, rather than that of a Saviour, And 

as little Room hath Chriſt in many Mens Prayers ; except it be 
in the Concluſion. When we cannot avoid the obſerving of 
thoſe ſad Things, let it be a ſharp Spur to us to preach Chriſt 
more, to pray more in his Name, and to live more to his Praiſe. 

Let us not be deceived with that Preterice, That Chriſt may be 
preached, when he is not named, The Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel is the-naming of Chriſt, and ſo called, Rom. xv. 20. And 
Paul was to bear Chriſt's Name before the Gentiles, and Kings , and 
the Children of Iſrael, Acts ix. 1 5 


3. LET us ſtudy hard, and pray much to know the "Truth, 
and to cleave unto it, It is an old Obſervation, Ante Pelagium 
ſecurius Ioquebantur Patres: © Before Pelagius even the Fathers 
ſpoke more careleſly ;” meaning well, and fearing no Miſtakes 
in their Hearers. Now it is not ſo; the more careful ſhould we 
be in our Doctrine. Let us ſearch our own Conſciences, and ſee 
how we ourſelves are juſtified before GoD. So Paul argued, 
Gal. ii. 15, 16. And let us bring forth that Doctrine to our Peo- 
ple, that we find in our Bibles, and have felt the Power of upon 
our own Hearts, 


4. LET us not run into Extremes, upon the right or left 
Hand, through the Heat of Contention; but carefully keep the 
good old Way of the Proteflant Doctrine, wherein ſo many 
Thouſands of Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus have lived holily, 
and died happily, who never heard of our new Schemes and No- 
tions, 


AND, for this End, let us take and cleave to the Teſt of 
the Aſſembly's Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. More we 
own not ourſelves, more we crave not of our Brethren ; and be- 
cauſe we deal fairly and openly, I ſhall ſet it down verbatim. Conf. © 
Chap. 11. Of Tuſtlification. Art. 1. © Thoſe whom Gop 
6 effectually calleth, he alſo freely juſtifieth: not by infuſing 
* Righteouſneſs into them, but by pardoning their Sins, and by 
6 accounting and accepting their Perſons as righteous; not for 
6c any 
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« any Thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for Chriſt's 


cc ſake alone; not by imputing Faith itſelf, the Act of Believ- 
« ing, or any other evangelical Obedience, to them, as their 


40 Righteouſneſs ; but by imputing the Obedience and Satiſ- 


« faction of Chriſt unto them, they receiving, and reſting on him 


and his Righteouſneſs by Faith; which Faith they have, not 


« of themſelves, it is the Gift of Gop.” 


Art. 2. FaIT RH, thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt and his 
* Righteouſneſs, is the alone Inſtrument of Juſtification. Yet 
& js it not alone in the Perſon juſtified, but is ever accompanied 
c with all other ſaving Graces ; and is no dead Faith, but work- 


« eth by Love.” 


Art. 3. CHRIST, by his Obedience and Death, did fully 


« diſcharge the Debt of all thoſe that are thus juſtified, and did 
« make a proper, real, and full Satisfaction to his Father's Juſ- 
« tice in their Behalf, Yet, in as much as he was given by the 
« Father for them, and his Obedience and Satisfaction accepted in 
« their Stead, and both freely, not for any Thing in them, their 
« Juſtification is only of free Grace; that both the exact Juſtice, 
4 and rich Grace of GoD, might be glorified in the Juſtification 
« of Sinners.“ 


Art. 4. « Gop did, from all Eternity, decree to juſtify all 
«the Elet; and Chriſt did, in the Fulneſs of Time, die for 
« their Sins, and rife again for their Juſtification : neverthe- 


<« leſs they are not juſtified, until the Holy Spirit doth, in dus 


« Time, aQually apply Chriſt unto them,” 


Art. 5. ** Gor doth continue to forgive the Sins of thoſe that 
cc are juſtified. And although they can never fall from the State 
« of Juſtification ; yet they may, by their Sins, fall under God's 
« fatherly Diſpleaſure; and not have the Light of his Counte- 
© nance reſtored unto them, until they humble themſelves, con- 


1 feſs their Sins, beg Pardon, and renew their Faith and Re- 


« pentance,” 


Art. 6. © Tur Juſtification of Believers under the Old- 
„ 'Teftament was, in all Reſpects, one and the ſame with the 
E 2 ; 46 Ju- 
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cc lu gegen of Believers under the New-Teſtament.“ This is 
the whole Chapter exactly. 


Larger Catechiſm. , Q. How doth Faith juſtify a Sinner in the 
« Sight of Gop? Anſ. Faith juſtifies a Sinner in the Sight of 
God, not becauſe of thoſe other Graces which do always ac- 
© company it; or of good Works, that are the Fruits of it; nor 
cc as if the Grace of Faith, or any Act thereof, were imputed to 
& him for his Juſtification z but only as it is an Inſtrument, 
„ by which he receiveth and applieth Chriſt and his Righteouſ- 
“ neſs.” 


Let theſe weighty Words be but heartily aſſented to, in their 
plain and native Senſe, and we are one in this great Point of Juſti- 
fication. But can any conſidering Man think, that the new Scheme 
of a real Change, Repentance, and fincere Obedience, as neceſ- 
ſary to be found in a Perſon that may lawfully come to Chriſt for 
Juſtification ; of Faith's juſtifying as it is the Spring of ſincere O- 
bedience; of a Man's being juſtified by, and upon his coming up 
to the Terms of the new Law of Grace, (a new Word, but of an 
old and ill Meaning): Can any Man think, that this Scheme, and 

: the ſound Words of the Reverend Aſſembly, do agree? Surely, if 
= ſuch a Scheme had been offered to that grave, learned, and ortho- 
dox Synod, it would have had a more ſevere Cenſure palled upon 
it, than I am willing to name. 


* Do not we find, in our particular Dealings with Souls, the 
fame Principles I ain now oppoſing ? 


WHEN we deal with the carnal, ſecure, careleſs Sinners, (and 
they are a vaſt Multitude) and aſk them a Reaſon of that Hope of 
Heaven they pretend to, is not this their common Anſwer? «live in- 
= *< offenſively; IxcepGop's Law as well as I can; and wherein I fail, 
l I repent, and beg Gop's Mercy for Chriſt's ſake. My Heart 
is ſincere, though my Knowledge and Attainments be ſhort of 

W << others.” If we go on to inquire further, „What Acquain- 
WW << tance they have with Jeſus Chriſt ? what Applications their 
= << Souls have made to him? what Workings of Faith on him? 
= << what Uſe they have made of his Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, 

cc and 
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« and his Spirit for Sanctification? what they know of living by 
« Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? ” we are Barbarians to them. And in 
this ſad State many Thouſands in England, live, and die, and pe- 
riſh eternally. Yet ſo thick is the Darkneſs of the Age, that ma- 
ny of them live here, and go hence, with the Reputation of good 
Chriftians : and ſome of them may have their Funeral-Sermon and 
Praiſes preached by an ignorant, flattering Miniſter ; though, it 
may be, the poor Creatures never did, in the whole Courſe of their 
Life, nor at their Death, employ Jeſus Chriſt ſo much, for an 
Entry to Heaven, purchaſed by his Blood, and only acceffible by 
Faith in him, as a poor Turk doth Mabomet, for a Room in his 


beaſtly Paradiſe. How common and fearful a Thing is this in this 


Land and City ! 


WHEN we come to deal with a poor awakened Sinner, who 
ſeeth his loſt State, and that he is condemned by the Law of Gop; 
we find the ſame Principles working in him : for they are natural, 
and therefore univerſal in all Men, and hardly rooted out of any. 
We find him fick and wounded : We tell him where his Help lies, 
in Jeſus Chriſt ; what his proper Work is, to apply to him by 
Faith. What is his Anſwer? „ Alas! faith the Man, I have 
been, and am ſo vile a Sinner, my Heart is ſo bad, and fo full 
ce of Plagues and Corruptions, that I cannot think of believing on 
« Chriſt, But if I had but Repentance, and ſome Holineſs in - 
« Heart and Life, and ſuch and ſuch gracious Qualifications, I 
& would then believe: when indeed this his Anſweris as full of 
Nonſenſe, Ignorance, and Pride, as Words can contain or ex- 
preſs. They imply, 1. If I were pretty well recovered, I would 
e employ the Phyſician, Chriſt. 2. That there is ſome Hope to 
% work out theſe good Things by myſelf, without Chriſt. 3. 
And when I come to Chriſt with a Price in my Hand, I ſhall 
* be welcome. 4. That I can come to Chriſt when I will.” So 
ignorant are People naturally of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and no 
Words or Warnings repeated, nor plaineſt Inſtructions, can beat 
into Mens Heads and Hearts, that the firſt Coming to Chriſt by 
Faith, or believing on him, is not a Believing we ſhall be ſaved by 
him ; but a Believing on him, that we may be ſaved by him. And 
it is leſs to be wondered at, that ignorant People do not, when fo 
many learned Men will nat underſtand it. 


WHEN 
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Wurx we deal with a proud, ſelf-righteous Hypocrite, v 

find the ſame Principles of Enmity —— 92 
pel. A profane Perſon is not ſo enraged at the Rebukes of Sin 
from the Law, as theſe Phariſees are at the Diſcovery of their Ru- 
in by Unbelief. They cannot endure to have their Idol of Self. 
righteouſneſs touched; neither by the Spirituality of Gon's Law, 
that condemns all Men, and all their Works, while out of Chriſt; 
nor by the Goſpel, which reveals another Righteouſneſs than their 
own, by which they muſt be ſaved: But they will have God's 
Ark of the Covenant to ſtand as a Captive in the Temple of their 
Dagon of Self-righteouſneſs, until the Vengeance of God's de- 
ſpiſed Covenant overthrow both the Temple, and Idol, and Wor- 


ſhippers. 


THERE is not a Miniſter. that dealeth ſeriouſly with the Souls 
of Men, but he finds an Arminian Scheme of Juſtification in every 
unrenewed Heart. And is it not ſadly to be bewailed, that Divines 
ſhould plead that ſame Cauſe, that we daily find the Devil plead- 
ing in the Hearts of all natural Men? and that inſtead of caſting 
down, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5, they ſhoyld be making Defences for ſuch 

firong Holds, as muſt either be levelled with the Duſt, or the Rebel 


that holds them out, muſt eternally periſh ? 


IT is no bad Way of ſtudying the Goſpel, and of attaining more 
Light into it, that may be uſed in dealing particularly with the 
Conſciences of all ſorts of Men, as we have Occaſion, More 
may be learned this Way, than out of many large Books, And if 
Miniſters would deal more with their own Conſciences, and the 
Conſciences of others, in and about theſe Points, that are moſt 
properly Caſes of Conſcience, we ſhould find an Increaſe of Goſ- 
pel-light, and a growing Fitneſs to preach aright ; as Paul did, 
2 Cer. iv. 2. By Manifeſtation of the Truth, cammending ourſelves to 


every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 


LET us keep up, in our Hearts and Doctrine, a reverend Re- 
gard of the holy Law of Gop, and ſuffer not a reflecting, diſpa- 
raging Word or Thought of it. The great Salvation is contrived 


with a Regard to it; and the Satisfaction given to the Law by the 
Obedience 


„ 
Obedience and Death of Chriſt our Surety, hath made it glorious 
and honourable, more than all the Holineſs of Saints on Earth, or 
of the Glorified in Heaven, and than all the Torments of the 
Damned in Hell; though they do alſo magnify the Law, and 
make it honourable. But if Men will teach, that the Law, and 
Obedience unto it, whether perfect or ſincere, is the Righteouſneſs 
we muft be found and ftand in, in our Pleading for Juftification 3 
they neither underfland what they jay, nor wheredf they affirm. 1 Timm. 
i. 7. They become Debtors to it, and Chrift profits them nothing, Gul. 
ii. 21, and v. 2, 5- And we know what will become of that Man, 
that hath his Debts to the Law to pay, and hath no Intereſt in-the 
Surety's Payment. Yet many ſuch offer their own Silver, which, 
whatever Coin of Man be upon it, is reprobate, and rejected both 
by Law and Goſpel, 


. 


LET us carefully keep the Bounds clear betwixt the Law and 
Goſpel ; which * whoſoever doth, is a tight perfect Divine,” 
ſaith bleſſed Luther, in his Commentary on the Epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians : A Book that hath more plain ſound Goſpel, than m 
Volumes of ſome other Divines. Let us keep the Law 7 4 
from the Buſineſs of Juſtification, as we would keep Condemmina- 
tion, its contrary, For the Law and Conflemnation are infepara- 
ble, but by the Intervention of Jeſus Chriſt our Surety, Gal. 111. 
10—14. But in the Practice of Holineſs, the fulfilled Law-given 
by Jeſus Chriſt to Believers as a Rule, is of great and good Uſe to 
them ; as hath been declared. Sr 


Loſily, Be exact in your Communion and Church-Adminiſtrations. 
If any walk otherwiſe than it becometh the Gofpel ; if any abuſe 
the Doctrine of Grace to Licentiouſneſs ; draw the Rod of Diſci- 
pline againſt them the more ſeverely, that ye know ſo many wait 
for your Halting, and are ready to ſpeak Evil of the Ways aud 
Truths of Gov. | 


THe Wiſdom of Go p ſometimes orders the different Opinions 
of Men about his Truth, for the clearing and confirming of it ; 
while each Side watch the Extremes that others may be in Hazard 
of running into. And if Controverſy be fairly and meekly mana- 
ged this Way, we may differ, and plead our Opinions, and both 
| lore 
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love and edify them we oppoſe, and may be loved and * by 
| themin their Oppoſition, 


ö 
= | I know no Fear poſſeſſeth our Side, but that of Arminianifm. 
Let us be fairly ſecured from that; and as we ever hated true An- 
WR #/nomaniſm, fo we are ready to oppoſe it with all our Might. But 
| having ſuch Grounds of Jealouſy as I have named, (and it is well 
| {Known that I have not named all), Men will allow us to fear, that 
' this Noiſe of Antinomianiſm is raiſed, and any Advantage they have 
dy the Raſhneſs and Imprudence of ſome ignorant Men, is improved 
|; toa ſevere Height, by ſome, on purpoſe to ſhelter Arminianiſm in its 
} Growth, and to advance it further amongſt us; which we pray * 
hope the Lord will prevent. 


Yours, 
| (| | RogERT TRAIII. 


nne. 


IE HIS Paper preſented to thee, was in its firſt Deſign intended 
| as a private Letter to a particular Brother, as the Title 

| _ bears. How. it comes to be publiſhed, I ſhall not trouble the 
World with, an Account of. I think, that Dr. Ower's excellent 
Bock of 7/ifcation, and Mr. Ma hall's Book of the Myſtery of 
—_ | Santiification by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, are ſuch Vindications and Con- 
= firmationsof the Pretſlant Doctrine, againſt which I fear no effectual 
1 Oppoſition. Dr. Ower's Name is fo ſavoury and famous, his Sound- 
eme in the Faith, and Ability in Learning for its Defence, ſo juſtly 
reputed, that no ſober Man will attempt him. Mr. Marſhall was 

| a holy retired Perſon; and is only known to the moſt of us by his 
_ | Book, publiſhed lately. The Book is a deep, practical, well-jointed 
—_ | Diſcourſe; and requires a more than ordinary Attention in the read- 
—_ | ing of it with Profit. And if it be ſingly uſed, I look upon it as 
CF one of the moſt uſeful Books the World hath ſeen for many Years. 
Its Excellency is, that it leads the ſerious Reader directly to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and cuts the Sinews and overturns the Foundation of the 
new Divinity, by the ſame Argument of Goſpel-holineſs by which 
many attempt to overturn the old. And as it hath already the Seal 
of high Approbation by many judicious Miniſters and Chriſtians 
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that have read it; ſo I fear not but it will ſtand firm as a Rock a- 


gainſt all Oppoſition, and will prove good Seed, and Food, and 
Light, and Life, to many hereafter. | 


ALL my Deſign in publiſhing this, is, plainly and briefly to give 
ſome Information to ordinary and plain People, who either want 


Time or Judgment to perufe large and learned Tractates, about 


this Point of Juſtification, wherein every one is equally concerned, 


Tur Theme of Juſtification hath ſuffered greatly by this, that 
many have employed their Heads and Pens, who never had their 
Hearts and Conſciences exerciſed about it. And they muſt be fri- 
gid and dreaming Speculations that all ſuch are taken up with, 
whoſe Conſciences are not enlivened with their perſonal Concern 


in it. 
THESE Things are undoubted : 


1. THAT as it is a Point of higheſt Concern to every Man, fo 
it is to the whole Doctrine of Chriſtianity. All the great Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtian Truth, center in this of Juſtification. The 
Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead ; the Incarnation of the only 
Begotten of the Father; the Satisfaction paid to the Law and 
Juſtice of Go p, for the Sins of the World, by his Obedience 


and Sacrifice of himſelf in that Fleſh he aſſumed; and the divine 


Authority of the Scriptures, which reveal all this; are all ſtraight 
Lines of Truth, that center in this Doctrine of the Juſtification of 
a Sinner by the Imputation and Application of that Satisfaction. 
No Juſtification without a Righteouſneſs ; no Righteouſneſs can 


be, but what anſwers fully and perfectly the holy Law of God ; 


no ſuch Righteouſneſs can be performed, but by a divine Perſon ; 
no Benefit can accrue to a Sinner by it, unleſs it be ſome Way his 
and applied to him ; no Application can be made of this, but by 


Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, And as the Connection wirh, and Depen- ' 


dence of this Truth upon the other great Myſteries of divine Truth. 
is evident in the plain Propoſal of it; ſo the ſame hath ſadly 3 
manifeſt in this, that the forſaking of the Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, hath been the firſt Step of A- 
poſtacy in many, who 3 ſtopped till they have revolted 
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from Chriſtianity itſelf. Hence ſo many Arminians, and their chief 
Leaders too, turned Socinians. From denying Juſtificatiorr by Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, they proceeded to the denying of his Satisfaction 3 

from theDenial of his proper Satisfaction, they went on to the de- 
nying of the Divinity of his Perſon, And that Matt's Charity is 
extenſive, that will allow to ſuch Blaſphemers of the Son of Gov, Rö 
the Name of Chri/tians. Let not then the Zeal of any for fo funda- 
mental a Point of Truth, as that is of the Juſtification of a Sinner 
by Faith in Chriſt, be charged with Folly. It is good to be al- 
ways zealouſly affected in a good Thing; and this is the belf of 
Things. | 
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2. Ir is undoubted, that there is a Myſtery in this Matter of 
Juſtification. As it is Go p's Act, it is an Act of free Grace and 
deep Wiſdom. Herein Juſtice and Mercy kiſs one another in ſa- 
ving the Sinner. Here appears God-man, with the Righteouſneſs 
of God, and this applied and imputed to ſinful Men. Here Man's 
Sin and Miſery, are the Field in which Gon's Grace in Chrift are 
diſplayed. Here theSinner is made righteous by the Righteouſneſs 
of another, and obtains Juſtification through this Righteouſneſs, 
though he pays and gives Nothing for it. Gop declares him righ- 
teous, or juſtifies him freely ; and yet he is well paid for it by the 
Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Ic is an 
AR of Juſtice and Mercy both, when Gop juſtifies a Believer on 
Jeſus Chriſt. And muſt there not then be a great Myſtery in it? 
Is not every Believer daily admiring the Depth of this Way of 
Gop? This Myſtery is, uſually, rather darkened, than illuſtrated, 
by logical Terms uſed in the handling of it. The only Defence 
that good and learned Men have for the Uſe of them, is, (and it 
hath great Weight), that the Craft of Adverſaries doth conſtrain 
them to uſe ſuch Terms, to find them out, or hedge them in. 
It is certain, that this Myſtery is as plainly revealed in the Word, 
as the Holy Ghoſt thought fit to do in teaching the Heirs of this 
Grace ; and it were well if Men did contain themſelves within 
theſe Bounds. 
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3. IT is certain, that this Doctrine of Juſtification propoſed in 
the Word, hath been very differently underſtood and expreſſed by 
Men, that profeſs that GoÞ's Word is the only Rule of their 
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Thoughts and Words about the Thing of the Spirit of Gop. It 
hath been, and will beſtill a Stone of Stumbling; - as our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf was, and is, Pp ix. 32, 33. 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8. 


4. THar whatever Variety ws Differences there be in Mens 
Notions and Opinions (and there is a great deal) about Juſtifica- 
tion, they are all certainly reducible to two ; one of which is every 
Man's Opinion. And they are, That the Juſtification of a Sin- 
fore GoD, is either on the Account of a Righteouſneſs in 
of ourſelves ; or on the Account of a Righteouſneſs in another, 
even Jeſus Chriſt, who is Jehovah aur Righteouſneſs. Law and Goſ- 
pel, Faith and Works, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and our own, Grace 
and Debt, do equally divide all in this Matter. Crafty Men may 
endeavour to blend and mix theſe Things together in Juſtification z 
but it is a vain Attempt. It is not only moſt expreſsly rejected in 
the Goſpel, which peremptorily determines the Contrariety, In- 


conſiſtency, and Incompatibility betwixt theſe two; but the Na- 


ture of the Things in themſelves, and the Senſe and Conſcience of 
every ſerious Perſon, do witneſs to the tame, that our own Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, do comprehend all the 
Pleas of Men to Juſtification, (one or other of them every Man 
in the World ſtands upon) and that they are inconſiſtent with, 

and deſtructive one of another, in Juſtification. If a Man trufts 
to his own Righteouſneſs, he rejects Chriſt's; if he truſts toChriſt's, 


Righteouſneſs, he rejects his own. If he will not reject his own 


Righteouſneſs, as too good to be renounced ; if he will not venture 
on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as not ſufficient alone to bear him out, 


and bring him him ſafe off at God's Bar, he i is in both a convicted 


Unbeliever. And if he endeavour to patch up a Righteouſneſs be- 
fore GoD, made up of both, he is ſtill under the Law, and a De- 
ſpiſer of Goſpel-grace, Gal. ii. 21. That Righteouſneſs that juſti- 
fies a Sinner, conſiſts in aliguo indiviſibili; and this every Man finds 
when the Caſe is his own, and he ſerious about it. 


5. THESE different Sentiments about Juſtification, have been 
at all Times managed with a ſpecial Acrimony. They that 
are for the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, look 
upon it as the only Foundation of all their Hopes for Eternity, and 
therefore cannot but be zealous for it. And the contrary Side are 
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as hot for their own Righteah neſs, the moſt admired and and Diana 
of proud Mankind, as if it were an Image fallen down from Jupiter; 
when it is indeed the Idol that Was caſt out of Heaven with the 
Devil, and which he hath ever ſince been ſo diligent to ſet up 
before ſinful Men to be worſhipped, that he might bring them in- 
to the ſame Condemnation with himſelf: for by true Sin, and 
falſe Righteouſneſs, he hath deceived the whole World, Rev. xii. . 


42 wy 


6. As the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in "the II | 


preme and infallible Judge and Determiner of all Truth; fo 

he doth particularly, and on purpoſe, deliver any Truth, there 
we are ſpecially to attend and learn. And though, in moſt Points 
of Truth, he uſually teacheth us by a bare authoritative Narra- 
tion ; yet in ſome Points, which his infinite Wiſdom foreſaw ſpe- 
cial Oppoſition to, he doth not only declare, but debate and de- 
termine the Truth. And the Inſtances are-two eſpecially. One 
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is about the Divinity of Chriſt's Perſon, and Dignity of his Prieſt- 


hood; reaſoned, argued, and determined, in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. The other is about Juſtification by Faith; exactly 
handled in the Epiſtles to the Romans, and to the Galatians. In 
the former of theſe two, the Doctrine of free Juſtification is taught 
us moſt formally and accurately. And though we find no Charge 
againſt that Church, in Paul's Time, or in his Epiſtle, for their 
departing from the Truth in this Point ; yet the Wiſdom of the 
Holy Ghoſt is remarkable in this, that this Doctrine ſhould be fo 
plainly aſſerted, and ſtrongly proved, in an Epiſtle to that Church, 
the pretended Succeſſors whereof have apoſtatized from that Faith, 
and proved the main Aſſerters of that damnable Error, of Juſtifica- 
tion by Works. That to the Galatians is plainly written, to © 

a begun, and obviate a full Apoſtacy, from the Purity of the 
Goſpel, in the Point of Juſtification by Faith, without the Works 
of the Law. And from theſe two Epiſtles, if we be wiſe, we 
muſt learn the Truth of this Doctrine, and expound all other 


Scriptures, in a Harmony with what is there ſo ſetly determined, 
as in foro contradictoria. 


7. Laſih, IT is not to be denied, nor concealed, that, on each 
Side, ſome have run into Extremes, which the Generality do not 


own, but are uſually loaden with. The Papiſis run high for Juſti- 
fication 
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fication by Works; yet even ſome of them, in the Council of 
Trent, diſcourſed very favourably ' ofafuſtification by Faith. The 
Arminians have qualified a little roſſneſs of the Popyb Doctrine 
in this Article; and ſome ſince have eſſayed to qualify that of the 
Arminians, and to plead the ſar Cauſe more finely. Again, ſome 
have run into the other ne, as appeared in Germany a little 
after the Reformation; an ſome ſuch there have been always, 
And in all Places; here the Goſpel hath ſhined ; and theſe were 

Called #inmias. But how unjuſtly this hateful Name is charged 
poft the orthodox Preachers and ſincere Believers of the Prata 

Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith only, who keep the Goſpel - midiſt 
betwixt theſe two Rocks, is the Deſign of this Paper to diſcover. 
What we plead for, is in Sum, That Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour is | 
the Fountain opened in the Houſe of David, for Sin and for Uncleanneſi, 
wherein only Men can be waſhed, in Juſtification andSanctiſica- 
tion; and that there. is no other Fountain of Man's deviſing, not 
of Gop's declaring, for waſhing a Sinner firſt, 'ſo as to make 
him fit and meet to come to this, to waſh, and to be clean. 


As for INHERENTHOLINEss, is it not ſufficiently ſecured by the 
Spirit of Chriſt received by Faith, the certain Spring and Cauſe of 
it; by the Word of Gon, the plain and perfect Rule of it; by 
the declared Neceſſity of it to all them that look to be ſaved, and 
to juſtify theSincerity of a Man's Faith; unleſs we bring it in toJu- 
ſtification, and thereby make our own pitiful Holineſs fit on the 


Throne of Judgment, with the precious Blood of the Lamb of 
Gop? * 


THrovcnTl expect that a more able Hand will undertake an 
Examination of the new Divinity ; yet, to fill up alittle Room, I 
would ſpeak ſomewhat to their Achillæan Argument, that is ſo much 
boaſted of, and ſo frequently inſiſted on by them, as their Shield 
and Spear. Their Argument is this: That Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
is our legal Righteouſneſs ; but our own is our evangelical Righte- 
ouſneſs : that is, When a Sinner is charged with Sin againſt the Law 
of God, he may oppoſe Chriſt's Righteouſneſs as his legal Defence; 
but againſt the Charge of the Goſpel, eſpecially for Unbelief, be 


muſt produce his Faith, as his Defence or Righteouſneſs, againſt 
that Charge, 
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en this as an Argument of Weight, I mall, in a few Words, eflay 
to manifeſt, that this is either a ſazJng the ſame in other odd Words, 
tat is commonly taught by us; phiſm; or a Departing from 
ce Protzſlant Doctrine about Juſtification. 


1. Tuts Argument concerns not 
Sinner before GoD. For this End, no more is 
conſider, what this Charge is, againſt whom it is given, 
whom. The Charge is ſaid to be given in by Gop ; and a Charge 
of Unbelief, or diſobeying the Goſpel. But againſt whom ? ls it 
againſt a Believer or Unbeliever ? and theſe two divide all Mankind. 

Ef it be againſt a Believer, it is a falſe Charge, and can never b& given 

in by the'Gop of Truth. For the Believer is juſtified already by 
Faith, and as to this Charge he is innocent. And Innocence is 
Defence enough to a Man falſely charged, before a righteous Judge. 
Is this Charge given in againſt an Unbeliever ? We allow it is a 


D * ** 1 
—— * ” =P . k — * g -_ — 
2222 9 . — = 
4” + "I = 1 7 * 3 & 4 - = \ 
- ew wy - — T 
* 
- — — - * — — 


— — — —ũ—ũͤ—ö 4— 
AS —— 8 


i is m TU‚—T—id 
9 — — 


2 — — — 3 


hy : 
. 


« juſtify a Man from this Charge of Goſpel- unbelief? The An- 
ſwer is plain. No, it will not; nor yet from any other Charge 
whatſoever, either from Law or Goſpel; for he hath Nothing to 
do with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs while an Unbeliever. ¶ hat then 
doth this arguing reprove? Is it, that no Man's Faith in Chriſt's 
. Righteouſneſs can be juſtified in its Sincerity before Men, and in a 
Man's own Conſcience, but in and by the Fruits of a true lively 
Faith? In this they have no Oppoſers that I know of. Or is it, 
that a Man may have Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for his legal Righte- 

ouſneſs, and yet be a Rebel to the Goſpel, and a Stranger to true 
Holineſs ? Who ever affirmed it? Or is it, that this Goſpel-Holi- 
neſs is, that a Man muſt not only have, (for that we grant) 
but alſo may venture to ſtand in, and to be found in before Go p, 
and to enter into Judgment with Go p upon, in his Claim to eter- 
nal Life? Then we muſt oppoſe them that think fo, as we know 
their own Conſciences will when in any lively Exerciſe. Theſe 
plain Principles of Goſpel-truth, while they remain, (and remain 
they will on their own Foundation, when we are all in our Graves, 
and our fooliſh Contentions are buried) do overthrow this pretend- 
ed Charge. 1. That Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is the only Plea = 
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righteous Charge. Ay, but ſay they, “will Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
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Anſwer of a Sinner arraigned atG 09'sByfforLife and Death. 2. Thu. 


Righteouſneſs is imputed to no Man It a Believer. 3. When it 
is imputed by Grace, and applied þy Faith, it immediately and 6. 
ternally becomes the Man's Righteouſneſs, before Gob, Angels, 
Men, and Devils, Rom. vüi. 3 35, 38, 39. It is a Rightealnes 
that is never loſt, never away, never ineffectual; anfwereth 
all Charges, and is attended with all Graces. bs | 


. 4 


2. Lwould aſk, What is that Righteouſneſs that juflifies a Man from 
che bin of Unbelief? We have rejected the imaginary Charge let 
us now conſider the real Sin. Unbelief is the greateſt Sin again” 
both Law and Goſpel : more remotely againſt the Law, which 
binds all Men to believe Gos ſpeaking, ſay what he will; more 
directly againſt the Goſpel, which tells us what we ſhould believe 
and commands us to believe. Let us put this Caſe, (and it is pity 
the Caſe is ſo rare, when the Sin is ſo common) that à poor S 
is troubled about the Greatneſs of the Sin of Unbelief, in aa 
God a Lyar, 1 John v. 10. in diſtruſting his faithful Promiſe, un 
doubting Chriſt's Ability and good Will to fave, in ſtanding aloof 
fo long from Jeſus Chriſt; as many of the Elect are long in a 
State of Unbelief *till called; and the beſt of Believers have Unbe» 
lief in ſome Meaſure in them, Mart ix. 24. Abraham's Faith 
ſtaggered ſometimes, Gen. xii and xx. What ſhall. we ſay to a 
Conſcience thus troubled ? Will any Man dare to tell him, that 
Chriſt's Righteouſtteſs is his legal Righteouſneſs againſt the Charge 
of Sins againſt the Law; but for Goſpel-charges, he muſt anſwer 
them in his own Name? I know our hotteſt Oppoſers would ab- 
hor ſuch an Anſwer ; and would freely tell ſuch a Man, that the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin; and that his Juſtification ® 
from his Unbelief muſt be only in that Righteouſneſs which he ſo 
«eras had rejected while in Unbelief, and now lays hold on by 
aich. 1 \ 


3. Bur ſome extend this Argument yet more dangerouſly : for 
they ſay, That not only Men muſt have their Faith for their Righ- 
teouſneſs againſt the Charge of Unbelief, but Repentance againſt N 
the Charge of Impenitence, Sincerity againſt that of Hypocriſy, 
Holineſs againſt that of Unholineſs, and Perſeverance as their Goſ- 
pel-righteouſneſs againſtthe Charge of Apoſtacy. If they mean on · 
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ly, that theſe, Things 
and of the Sincerity of the Y 
the Meaning; but highly dilkke the Exprefſions, as unſcriptural 
and dangerous, tending to the diſhonouring of the Righteouſneſs of 
_;  Chrift, and to run Men on the B 
„ that natural Corruption drives all => Lam But if they mean, 
chat, either jointly or ſeparately, they are our Righteouſneſs before 
fd; Gor; or that, either ſeparate from, or f with Chriſt's Ng 
teouſneſs, they may be made our Claim Plea for Salvation z\ 
I muft fay, that it is dangerous Doctrine; and its native Te 
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deſtroy all the ſolid Peace of Believers, and to exclude Goſpel-juſ- 
tification out of this World, and reſerve it to another, and that 


it. But theſe bleſſed Truths of GoD, and Bleſſings of Believers, 
ſtand on firmer Foundations than Heaven or Earth, and will conti- 
nue fixed againſt all the Attempts of the Gates of Hell. Bleſſed be 
the Rock, Chriſt, on which all is built; bleſſed be the New Co- 
venant, ordered in all Things and ſure ; and bleſſed is he that believeth ; 


the Lord, Luke i. 45. Amen. 
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of Pride and Self- righteouſneſs, | 


is, to turn Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs out of the Church, to 


with a horrible Uncertainty of any particular Man's partaking of 


for there ſhall be a Performance of theſe Things which are told him from - 


os ev 
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